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Sister Geraldine Pavlik, IWBS celebrates her re-
tirement with her family members, brother Leo 
and his wife, Kathy, and brother Leroy and his 
wife, Nancy.  They stand before the altar and 
tabernacle of Holy Cross Church in Bay City 
where she has served the parish community 
and school for the past 20 years.   (inset/left) 
Bay City Mayor Richard Knapik proclaimed 
May 17, 2009, as “Sister Geraldine Day” in 
honor of her retirement after 20 years of service 
as teacher and principal of Holy Cross Catholic 
School.  He then presented her with the “Key 
to the City,” which Sister Geraldine holds.

By Terri Busha
BAY CITY—It was a special day for 

Sister Geraldine Pavlik, IWBS, but little 
did she know it would be proclaimed 
“Sister Geraldine Day” and that she’d be 
given the “Key to the City.” The day was 
off to a great start as Sister Geraldine got 
ready to attend the 10 a.m. Mass at Holy 
Cross Parish in Bay City on Sunday, May 
17.  It felt special from the beginning as 
she attended Mass with her family visiting 
from Weimar, Leo and Kathy Pavlik and 
Leroy and Nancy Pavlik.  She was also 
accompanied by 19 Sisters of the Incar-
nate Word and Blessed Sacrament order 
from Victoria.  The liturgy was special as 
the Gospel reading was taken from John 
15:9-17, “…This is my commandment: 
love one another as I love you…” And 
that was exactly what our celebration 
was about that day, love, the love that 
Sister Geraldine has shared with so many 
throughout the 20 years she has been at 
Holy Cross School.  Sister Geraldine re-
dedicated her life to Christ as she renewed 
her vows before the congregation during 
Mass.  One of Sister Geraldine’s favorite 
songs is “Bloom Where You Are Planted,” 

Bay City mayor proclaims May 17, 2009, 
as “Sister Geraldine Day”

and the choir delighted her by singing it 
especially for her during Communion. 

After Mass everyone was invited to 
continue the celebration by joining Sister 
Geraldine at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
for a covered dish dinner.  The KC hall was 
packed and Sister Geraldine was greeted 
by so many friends.  During the meal, 
Sister was entertained by the students of 
Holy Cross dancing to “Ho Down, Throw 
Down” under the direction of the P.E. 
teacher, Jade Crouch.  

After the meal, seminarian Sean 
Breeden, a former student of Holy Cross 
and recent graduate of Franciscan Univer-
sity, welcomed everyone to the celebration 
and introduced one of the special guests 
present for the celebration, Bay City 
Mayor Richard Knapik.  He read a proc-
lamation from the Office of the Mayor…. 
“Sister Geraldine has with enthusiasm and 
effectiveness, made an excellent and con-
structive contribution to our community 
by serving in the capacity of teacher and 
principal for Holy Cross School: and she 
has strengthened Holy Cross School and 
enhanced its reputation locally through 

See Bay City mayor proclaims, p. 3
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ROME — Holy Thursday is a day 
dedicated to the priesthood. How about 
a whole year?

Hoping to reinvigorate the priest-
hood, Pope Benedict XVI announced a 
Jubilee Year of the Priest beginning June 
19, 2009.

During a March 16 plenary assembly 
with members of the Congregation for the 
Clergy, the Pope called for the event to 
mark the 150th anniversary of the death of 
St. John Vianney, the Curé of Ars, and for 
the “spiritual perfection” of the Church’s 
priests.

St. John Vianney died on Aug. 4, 
1859.

“The missionary dimension of a priest 
arises from his sacramental configura-
tion to Christ the head,” said the Pope, 
highlighting the “indispensable struggle 
for moral perfection which must dwell in 
every truly priestly heart.”

“The ecclesial, communional, hierar-
chical and doctrinal dimension is abso-
lutely indispensible for any authentic mis-
sion, and this alone guarantees its spiritual 
effectiveness,” said Pope Benedict, adding 
that priests must be “present, identifiable 
and recognizable — for their judgment of 
faith, personal virtues and attire — in the 
fields of culture and of charity, which have 
always been at the heart of the Church’s 
mission.”

“The announcement was a great 
surprise,” admitted Father Jim Steffes, 
executive director of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat of Clergy, 
Consecrated Life and Vocations. Father 
Steffes hopes the year will help renew 
the priesthood.

Father Steffes said that just as the 
identity of Christ, the High Priest, was in 

Pope Holds Up St. John Vianney 
as example for 2009-2010

his relationship with God the Father, “that, 
too, is where we find our identity as priests 
— in relationship with God.”

But too often priests’ identity is 
wrapped up in the things that they do. 
“Pastoral ministry and all that we need to 
be responsible for … that isn’t what our 
identity is,” he said. “We need to know 
who we are so that we can bring that to 
those entrusted to us. The Year of the Priest 
gives us a wonderful opportunity.”

Pope Benedict highlighted this dimen-
sion of the priesthood, as well.

“The centrality of Christ leads to a cor-
rect valuation of priestly ministry, without 
which there would be no Eucharist, no 
mission, not even the Church,” said the 
Pope. “It is necessary then, to ensure that 
‘new structures’ or pastoral organizations 
are not planned for a time in which it 
will be possible to ‘do without’ ordained 
ministry, on the basis of an erroneous in-
terpretation of the promotion of the laity, 
because this would lay the foundations 
for a further dilution in priestly ministry, 
and any supposed ‘solutions’ would, in 
fact, dramatically coincide with the real 
causes of the problems currently affecting 
the ministry.”

Said Father John Cihak, a former 
professor of theology at Mount St. Angel 
Seminary who has recently been assigned 
to the Vatican’s Congregation for Bishops, 
“The clergy and the laity are indispensable 
in the body of Christ. They complement 
one another as a man and woman do in 
marriage. There is a differentiation. The 
body of Christ has those who represent 
Christ the head. That’s about service and 
self-giving. When we confuse clergy and 
laity with a false sense of equality, that’s 
to the detriment of the whole body.”

To be continued in the July issue of The 
Catholic Lighthouse.

Tim Drake is based in St. Joseph, Min-
nesota. To view more stories, please go to: 
NCRegister.com
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Bishop Fellhauer’s 
Schedule

Official Appointments By 
Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer

June
6 5:00 p.m., Confirmation Mass, 

St. Mary Church, Victoria

7 10:30 a.m., Confirmation 
Mass, St. John Bosco Church, 
Vanderbilt

 3 :00  p .m. ,  Mass ,  90 th 
Anniversary celebration of 
CDA Court St. Ann, St. Mary 
Church, Victoria

8 7:00 p.m.,  Mass,  150th 
anniversary of Immaculate 
Concep t i on  Ca thed ra l , 
Brownsville, Texas

11 6:30 p.m., Serra Club Priests’ 
cookout, Knights of Columbus 
Hall, Victoria

14 12:15 p.m., 60th Wedding 
Anniversary celebrat ion 
luncheon for Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerry Hajek, Victoria Country 
Club

16 12:00 noon, USCCB Committee 
on Canonical Affairs and 
Church Governance meeting, 
San Antonio

17-19 United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops Spring 
G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g ,  S a n 
Antonio

20 10:00 a.m., Mass, Ordination 
of Brother Alfonso Serna, 
O.SS.T., to the priesthood, 
Our Lady of Sorrows Church, 
Victoria

24 3:00 p.m., Diocesan Finance 
Board meeting, Chancery 
Office

 4:30 p.m., Diocesan Building 
Board meeting, Chancery 
Office

28 4:00 p.m., Mass, Incarnate 
Word Motherhouse, Victoria

July
9 6:30 p.m., KSG Bishop’s 

Charity Banquet, Victoria 
Country Club

2009 DSA & Reflection of 
Faith Capital Campaign Updates

By Cynthia Brewer
St. Anthony Catholic School in Colum-

bus and St. Michael Catholic School in Cu-
ero have each won a competitive grant from 
the Diocese of Victoria’s Catholic School 
Endowment Fund to provide funds needed 
to make improvements to their Catholic 
elementary school campuses.

The Catholic School Endowment Fund, 
a category within the Endowment Fund for 
the Catholic Diocese of Victoria in Texas, 
has evolved over the past few years into a 
highly competitive grant since the forma-
tion of a grant review committee in 2003. 

St. Anthony School was notified April 
28, 2009, that they had won the first place 
grant of $14,000, along with the additional 
$1,000, which every school receives for 
turning in their budget proposals on time.  
The money will be used to complete phase 
two of a three-phase project to install 
interactive Smartboards in grades 1, 2, 3 
and 4.  

Grades 5 – 8, as well as the computer 
lab, have already had Smartboards installed 
in their classrooms because the PTC agreed 
to match the grant with $12,000 regardless 
of whether or not the school won the grant.  
An additional $7,000 was donated by two 
local businesses, Columbus State Bank, 
donating $5,000, and Mikeska’s Bar-b-que 
and Catering, donating $2,000.  Therefore, 
phase 1 has already been completed.   Phase 
3 will provide Smartboard for early child-
hood 3-k to 5-k classrooms.

A Smartboard is a large, interactive 
white board that interacts with a computer; 
the computer image is displayed on the 
interactive white board, giving teachers and 
students complete control over any applica-

Columbus and Cuero Catholic schools win 
diocesan endowment funds

tion run on the computer.  Anything on the 
computer can be shown on the Smartboard: 
instructional DVD/videos, video streaming 
from the Internet and educational computer 
programs.  Students and teachers can write 
on and erase the boards with electronic pens 
and erasers, solving problems on the board 
just as they would on a chalkboard.

“The reason for the request was to make 
better use of technology in the classroom, 
to enrich the curriculum, and to give teach-
ers more options and ways to bring variety 
to their class instruction,” said Mr. John 
O’Leary, principal. 

The school is currently seeking bids 
on the installations of the Smartboards for 
grades 1,2, 3 and 4.

St. Michael School in Cuero received 
a $2,000 grant along with the additional 
$1,000, thus receiving $3,000 to update 
the school’s bathrooms with new sinks. 
Mrs. Judy Roeder, the school’s principal, 
said the sinks have been ordered and will 
be installed the first week in June, as soon 
as school is out for the summer.    

The school was also hoping to replace 
its front doors to be equipped with panic 
hardware; light fixtures from1966; floor 
tiles; and slatted hall windows with wooden 
panels to provide safe “Shelter and Place” 
areas.

The parish and school will continue 
to search for grants to complete the major 
repairs to its 54-year-old-school. Minor 
repairs will be made as funds become 
available.

Bishop David Fellhauer, the diocese 
business office and the endowment fund 
committee want to get the word out to ev-
ery Catholic in the diocese that there is an 
endowment fund to which they may make 
donations in order to assist our Catholic 
schools.

Bequests, charitable remainder trusts, 
and outright gifts of disposable income 
will be greatly appreciated to continue to 
improve the Catholic School Endowment 
Fund.  Please contact the diocese’s finance 
officer, Mike Brown, at (361) 573-0828, 
ext. 18.  See photo of Smartboard, p. 12.

The following are appointed to the 
Diocesan Liturgical Commission ef-
fective May 27, 2009, for a period of 
three years:
 The Rev. Tommy Chen, Shiner
 Mr. Richard Scheibelhut, Victoria
 Mrs. Chris Alvarez, Victoria
 Mrs. Jackie Papacek, Cuero DSA

Diocesan Goal:    $1,282,100.00
Parish Pledge Totals:    $   524,006.53
Parish Contribution Totals:   $   433,690.35
Number of Parish Families Participating:  3,281
To the faithful who have already responded by pledging to the 2009 DSA, we send 

a “Thank You” for your support in carrying out the work of the diocese.  For those who 
have not yet responded, there are still eight months remaining to contribute monthly or 
make a one-time contribution.  2009 DSA Pledge Cards can be found in your Parish 
Office or by calling the Diocese of Victoria (361-573-0828 ext. 20).

Reflection of Faith Capital Campaign
Diocesan Goal:    $  8,879,361.00
Parish Pledge Totals:    $13,500,914.95
Parish Contribution Totals:   $  7,775,998.02
Number of Parish Families Participating:  6,948
Thank you for your on-going support of the Reflection of Faith Capital Campaign.  

The outpouring of generosity and sacrifice displayed by our parish families is astounding 
and inspiring.  On behalf of the Diocese of Victoria, thank you to all the families that are 
continuing to contribute towards this campaign.

The Business Office continues to monitor all pledge activity for the 2009 DSA and 
the Reflection of Faith Capital Campaign.  If you would like to pay off your pledge, 
restructure your payment plan or create automatic payments (through your checking 
account or credit card), please contact Sue Ellen Galvan at the Diocese of Victoria (361-
573-0828 ext. 20).

Father Dan Kahlich and Principal John R. O’Leary of SAS in Columbus receive 
the funds to implement technological advancement at their school. Pictured, from 
left to right, are John E. Quary, Diocese of Victoria superintendent; Father Dan 
Kahlich, pastor of St. Anthony Church; Mrs.Laura Wilde, SAS PTC treasurer; John 
R. O’Leary, SAS principal; Mrs. Diane Matus, SAS PTC president; and Mrs. Laura 
Walla, SAS PTC secretary.  
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HALLETTSVILLE - Bessie A. Kouba, 
90, of Hallettsville, passed away May 2, 
2009. She was born 
on Nov. 9, 1918, to 
John J. and Annie Bar-
ton Matula near St. 
Mary’s Community 
in Lavaca County. She 
married Ben S. Kouba 
on Feb. 11, 1941, at St. 
Mary Catholic Church. She was a member 
of KJZT and St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church of Koerth.

  Bessie is survived by: son, Benedict 
Kouba and wife Lillie of Columbus; 
daughter, Sister Colette Kouba of Hal-
lettsville; brother, Leon Matula and wife 
Helen of Houston; two sisters, Margaret 
Novosad of Columbus and Mary Ho-
hensee and husband Calvin of Wharton; 
two grandchildren, David Kouba and 

Bessie A. Kouba, mother of Sister Colette
Teri Munoz; and two great-grandchildren, 
James Kouba and Aiden Munoz.

  Bessie was preceded in death by: 
husband, Ben, on Jan. 22, 1972; parents; 
brother, John W. Matula; and two sisters, 
Justina Ulcak and Annie Kendziora.

  Services were held Monday, May 
4, 2009, at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Koerth, the Rev. Charles Son-
nier officiating. Interment followed at 
Koerth Catholic Cemetery.

  Pallbearers: Gary Matula, Daniel 
Wick, Arthur Wick, Dwayne Drozd, Gil-
bert Kouba, and Eugene Ulcak.

  Memorials: St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church, Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church or School, and Queen of Peace 
Catholic Church in Sweet Home.

  Words of comfort may be shared with 
the family at www.kubenafuneralhome.
com.

Rev. Royce William Hughes
SCHULENBURG—Rev. Royce Wil-

liam Hughes, retired Catholic priest of 
Schulenburg, died Friday, May 1, 2009, at 
St. Mark’s Medical Center in La Grange.  
He was 85 years of age.

In memory of Father Hughes, a rosary 
was recited on Tuesday, May 5, at St. 
Rose of Lima Catholic Church in Schu-
lenburg.

Funeral Mass was celebrated on 
Wednesday, May 6, at St. Rose Church.

Burial followed next to the graves 
of his parents at St. Michael’s Catholic 
Cemetery in Weimar.

Father Hughes was born June 11, 1924, 
in Hallettsville to William and Sophie 
Marak Hughes.  He was baptized at Sacred 
Heart Church in Hallettsville.

When the family moved to Schulen-
burg some years later, he attended St. 
Rose Catholic School and Schulenburg 
Public School.

He went to high school at St. John’s 
Seminary in San Antonio.  During 1944-

FLATONIA—Raphael’s Refuge is 
most pleased to announce that Rev. 
Tommy Chen, parochial vicar at  Sts. 
Cyril and Methodius in Shiner, 
has joined its board of direc-
tors.  He is replacing the Rev. 
Dean Wilhelm, vice rector at 
St. Mary’s Seminary, who is 
being reassigned to the Diocese 
of Austin.  Father Chen was 
born in Taiwan and immigrated 
to the United States when he 
was five years old.  His parents 
live in Port Lavaca.  A graduate 
of the University of Texas in 
Austin with a degree in psy-
chology, he earned a Masters 
of Divinity from St. Mary’s Seminary 
in Houston in 2008.  He was ordained 
the following month. “He is a very good 

New board member for 
Raphael’s Refuge

priest with special gifts with speech and 
music,” fellow Board member, Dr. Tim 
Wagner, stated.  “He has great insight into 

human nature and so should 
be of assistance to grieving 
families.”

Raphael’s Refuge is lo-
cated about two miles west of 
Flatonia, at 2715 Highway 90 
West.  The Monument to the 
Innocents, a memorial for ba-
bies who have died from mis-
carriage, abortion, stillbirth, or 
in infancy, is opened for visi-
tors during the day, seven days 

a week.  For more information, 
contact Midge Elam at 361-

258-1514 (cell), 361-865-3021 (home), 
or e-mail raphaels@awesomenet.net; or 
go to www.raphaelsrefuge.org.

Rev. Tommy Chen

her leadership, vision, and integrity; and 
through all these various endeavors, she 
has won the highest regard of all her as-
sociates and the admiration of citizens 
throughout the community…”. He then 
proclaimed May 17, 2009, as “Sister 
Geraldine Day” and presented her with 
the “Key to the City.”  

Now that it was “officially” her day, 
it was time for members from the par-
ish organizations to express their thanks 
to Sister.  Father Casey shared with the 
friends and family gathered there that the 
Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed 
Sacrament have been serving the school 
for 68 years and that has been a true bless-
ing for our community.  He said, “There is 
no way we could ever thank the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament 
for all they have done over the past 68 
years for Holy Cross School.  For the past 
20 years Sister Geraldine has made Holy 
Cross School her life.” He thanked Sister 
for her countless hours of serving the 
school, the students and their families and 
presented her with a card and a monetary 
gift. Regent Jeanette Pustka, CDA Court 
Resurrection 2054, presented Sister with 
a card and monetary gift and also thanked 
her for her dedication to our community.    
James Engbrock, from the Knights of 
Columbus Council 3070 presented her 
with a monetary gift and a plaque.  Mr. 
Engbrock shared the close relationship 

the Knights of Columbus have had with 
Sister throughout all the years through 
Fish Fries, the school bazaar and so much 
more.  Laura Barr, president of the Holy 
Cross Altar Society, presented Sister with 
a beautiful watch given to her in a special 
quilted handbag, made especially for Sis-
ter Geraldine by some of the ladies of the 
Altar Society.   Gina Smith, president of 
the Holy Cross HSA, presented a beauti-
ful quilt made by Teresa Heth and her 
daughter Anna featuring pictures of each 
class this year.

Sister thanked each organization and 
all the friends gathered there for their 
dedication, love and support throughout 
the years. She expressed that she will 
miss Holy Cross but is excited about her 
new journey and where God is calling her. 
She will be on sabbatical at the Canossian 
Spirituality Center in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.  

Sister believes children are God’s spe-
cial friends and what you do for them you 
do for Jesus.  One of her favorite sayings 
is “Jesus hates the sin but loves the sinner” 
and that is what she remembers each time 
she visits with the “little angels” that are 
sent to her office.  A famous quote from 
Pope John XXIII is posted in her office 
and that is what helps keep her focused, 
“See everything.  Overlook a great deal.  
Correct a little.”

Sean summed up the feelings of the 
community gathered there as he read a 
story written by one of the teachers at 
Holy Cross:  Have you ever seen Sister 
Geraldine in a baseball cap? As far as I 
know you can see her in one three times 
a year. At the marathon in the fall, during 
green and white day the week of Catholic 
Schools’ Week, and the last week of school 
on the day of field day. I bet the last day 
of school when no one is looking she will 
throw that cap high into the heavens to 
celebrate the many people she has touched 
and to her new adventures.  Now we take 
our hats off to you. We all cherish you 
and will miss you greatly.  God bless you, 
Sister Geraldine!

Bay City mayor proclaims May 17, 2009, 
as “Sister Geraldine Day”

Continued from p. 1 46, he served in the U.S. Navy.
After the war, he studied at St. Ed-

wards’s University in Austin and gradu-
ated in 1950.

Father Hughes continued his education 
at Rice University in Houston and received 
his Masters Degree from Notre Dame Uni-
versity.  He obtained his Doctoral Degree 
from the University of St. Thomas and 
ordained a priest in Rome, Italy, on March 
14, 1964, for the (now) Archdiocese of 
Galveston Houston.  

Father Hughes retired in 1999, and 
went to live in his parents’ home in Schu-
lenburg.

Even nearing the time of his death, 
Father Hughes had continued his services 
to the Catholic faithful.  Although he was 
in ill health, he came to the Schulenburg  
Regency Nursing Center to celebrate Mass 
for the Catholic residents there.  His excel-
lent sermons reflected the deep devotion of 
his many years of teaching and practicing 
the Catholic faith.

Winners announceD—The Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Our 
Lady of the Gulf No. 2267 in Port Lavaca celebrated its 2009 Education Contest 
winners.  Winners were Art Div. 1: 1st, Katherine Dent; 2nd, Sarah Armstrong; 
3rd, Cora Mabry; Art Div. 2: 1st, Bianca Munoz; 2nd, Hannah Rose; 3rd, Harley 
De Soto; Poetry Div. 2: 1st, Ashley Mutchler and 2nd Bianca Munoz; Essay Div. 
1: 1st, Cory Mabry; 2nd, John-Michael Sadlier; 3rd Katherine Dent; Essay Div. 2: 
1st, Mason Elgin; 2nd, Allison Camacho; 3rd, Natalie Lyssy; and Photograph Div. 
2: 1st Hannah Rose and 2nd Kaylyn King.  First place winners advanced to state 
competition.  Cory Mabry, sixth from the left, first place winner in Essay Div. 1, 
won second place in state.  His essay was on the love he has for his grandfather, 
Frank Mabry.
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Seminary Burses
Seminary burses are a permanent fund used for the education of future priests for the Diocese of 
Victoria.  The goal of each burse is $15,000.  The interest from this amount is applied yearly to 
the education of seminarians.  The burses are in memory of or in honor of an individual priest 
or lay persons, living or deceased.  Publication of the burses will appear periodically when new 
contributions are received.  

As of May 28, 2009           
   TOTALS
—General Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $95,029.00
In memory of Wallace Bianchi by 
 M/M Bob Bochat   50.00
In memory of Charlie J. Novosad by  
 Cedar Grove Lutheran Church          20.00
  Total $95,099.00

— Rev. John C. Bily Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $7,619.00
In memory of Kenneth Hollas by 
 Weimar Branch 5-Catholic Life  25.00
  Total $7,744.00

— Catholic Daughters of America Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Court #1374

Previously reported  $4,007.72
In honor of Catherine Drapela by 
 CDA #1374  100.00
In memory of Lucille Kunschick by 
 CDA #1374         100.00
  Total $4,207.72

— Knights of Columbus Victoria Council 
#1329 Seminary Burse #3

Previously reported  $8,607.50
In memory of William P. John by  
 K of C #1329  100.00
  Total $8,707.50

— Rev. John C. Peters Seminary Burse #4
Previously reported  $7,249.00
In honor of Angela Hermes’ 85th 
 birthday by Fr. John Peters           25.00
                     Total $7,274.00

— Josephat R. Janak Seminary Burse #2
Previously reported  $1,498.77
In honor of Rev. Gary Janak’s 21st 

anniversary of ordination by: 
 Rose Marie Janak & Family  20.00
 Margaret Kutac   20.00
 The Frank Fikac Family   20.00
  Total $1,558.77

— Rev. Theophil Okruhlik & Rev. Vincent 
Verdarame Seminary Burse

Previously reported   $9,197.89
In memory of Georgia Haun by 
 Agnes & Clarissa Winans          100.00
  Total $9,297.89

Those wishing to begin a burse or to 
contribute to an existing seminary burse 
may do so by sending their contributions 
with the appropriate burse designation to:  

seminary Burses 
DIOCESE OF VICTORIA

P. O. BOX 4070
VICTORIA, TX  77903

— Rev. Joseph A. Koebel Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $6,308.00
In memory of Margaret Bunge by 
 Mrs. Curtis Lundquist   10.00
  Total $6,318.00

— St. Mary’s Church – Praha Seminary 
Burse

Previously reported  $7,370.00
In honor of Rev. Bartsch’s 60th anniversary 
 of Ordination by Georgia Cerny  25.00
In honor of Rev. Bartsch’s 60th anniversary 
 of ordination by a friend  100.00
  Total $7,495.00

— Rev. Celestino Say Seminary Burse   
(Catholic Life Ins.)

Previously reported  $1,525.00
In memory of Wallace Bianchi by: 
 Glynda Courtney   25.00
 Steve & Veronica Serrill,
   Michael Krenek, Pat & Steve Tillman, 

Patrick & Jeanne Krenek
   Catherine Mach and Edith Krenek  120.00
 Mary A. Bianchi  150.00
 James, Madeline, Sarah
      and Wes Dodson  100.00
 Margaret Rosenquest   25.00
  Total $1,945.00

— Rev. Charles Kram Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $2,685.00
In honor of Rev. Edward Bartsch’s 60th 

anniversary of ordination by 
 Gerald & Celine Kalina   25.00
  Total $ 2,710.00

Heritage  
Center  / Pathways

with Patti
islands of new england

September 4-11 includes 
Plymouth Rock-Martha’s Vineyard 
Nantucket - Hyannis - Cape Cod

Kentucky / tennessee
October 2-10

albuquerque  Balloon festival
October 4-9 - Motor Coach Tour

Coming in 2010
Ireland - June 29

Alaska - Mid to Late August

Call  today to make 
your reservations!

361.552.2695 or  361.920.3216

“Yet whatever you think 
about celibacy, the real story 
here is infidelity, not being 

true to a sacred vow.”

Broken Vows
By Sister Mary Ann Walsh, RSM
Director of Media Relations, USCCB

The much media-hyped sagas of Father 
Alberto Cutié, the Miami priest who has 
come clean about a sexual relationship 
with a woman, and John Edwards, whose 
infidelity is being disclosed again by his 
wife, Elizabeth, on her “Resilience” book 
tour, have something in common.

Both tell the tales of infidelity. Simi-
larities might seem to end there. But they 
don’t.

Mrs. Edwards’ book emphasizes the 
effects of a fractured relationship on a 
spouse. She said it changed her. Public 
sympathy has generally sided with the 
wronged wife who is 
battling cancer and 
who lost a teenage son 
in an auto accident.

Father  Cut ié’s 
story finds sympathy, 
on the other hand, 
with the man who 
“done her wrong,” 
rather than the actual one(s) wronged – the 
people in the church.

Neither man’s story is just a personal 
one. Even without their notoriety, both 
are sad tales that affect us all. For, to 
paraphrase the metaphysical poet John 
Donne’s poem “No Man Is an Island,” 
“Everyone’s infidelity diminishes me.”

Most women shudder inside when they 
hear about infidelity in the marriage of 
someone they know. The obvious fear: If 
it happened to her, it could happen to me. 
It’s a soul-stirring realization that makes 
a woman secretly question if anyone can 
be trusted, and makes her wonder if she’ll 
be the last to know.

Father Cutié’s plight, however, finds 
different reactions. The Hollywood hand-
some star, who has become a one-man 
publishing and advice-dispensing indus-
try, has become, for better or worse, the 
poster boy for the latest salvo aimed at the 
Catholic Church.

Father Cutié declared on CBS’ Early 
Show that “I don’t want to be the anti-
celibacy priest. I think that’s unfortunate. 
I think it’s a debate that’s going on in our 

society, and now I’ve become kind of a 
poster boy for it.”

Alas, he may not want to be the poster 
boy, but he seems to have forsaken the 
first rule in tamping this down: Stay off 
the air.

The media love a sex or hypocrisy 
story, and when both converge in the tale 
of the unfaithful padre, the media know 
no bounds. Celibacy becomes a joke, 
rather than something to be respected; 
an impossibility, despite millions – likely 
more – who have lived celibate lives for 
centuries.

Yet whatever you think about celibacy, 
the real story here is infidelity, not being 

true to a sacred vow. 
This fracture of fidel-
ity has an impact on 
more than the pair 
involved.

Fractured fidelity 
undermines not just 
a couple, but their 
wider community. 

John Edwards did not just hurt his wife, 
but also his family, friends and people 
who admired him. It cast a shadow over 
his work for the poor, even though those 
efforts are much praised by his wife in her 
book and media jaunt.

Father Cutié has hurt people too, in-
cluding the crowds surrounding the parish 
he led so well. They’re holding up well, 
as they mill about with media outside the 
church. Yet one wonders about the couples 
he prepared for their lifetime commitment 
in marriage, the children he taught to never 
tell a lie, the ailing parishioners he assured 
of their place in heaven.

The effect of infidelity is profound. 
Elizabeth Edwards says it well in her book 
when she writes, “I am a different person 
now. I was not wounded, not afraid, not 
uncertain before and now I always will 
be.”

One wishes the Edwardses and Father 
Cutié well in the wake of their foibles 
and failings. There’s nothing for political 
or church enemies to laugh at here. Only 
something to regret – the acute pain that 
John, Elizabeth and Father Alberto experi-
ence in their own lives, and the dull, long-
lasting pain evoked in the communities 
around them.

No one is an island. Fractured fidelity 
pains us all!

The Incarnate 
Word and Blessed 
Sacrament Sis-
ters are hosting a 
“Come and See” 
Visit for single 
Catholic women 
(high school grad-
uates through 50 
years of age) on June 19-20, 2009, at In-
carnate Word Convent in Victoria, Texas. 
If you are interested, visit their Web site 
at www.iwbsvictoria.org or call (361) 
575-7111 or e-mail iwbsvoc@yahoo.com 
for more details.

Come and See 
IWBS

DENVER (CNS) — While the last 
40 years have seen an overall drop in the 
numbers of women enter-
ing religious life, a new 
book released by the Coun-
cil of Major Superiors of 
Women Religious says 
orders that are more visibly 
countercultural seem to be 
flourishing. The council 
represents the superiors of 
more than 100 religious 
communities of sisters 
whose members wear an 
identifiable religious habit. 
A canonically approved 
organization founded in 
1992 to promote religious 
life in the United States, the council notes 
that the average age of its member com-

Book says young women attracted to 
orders whose members wear habits

munities’ sisters is under 35. The book, 
titled “The Foundations of Religious Life: 

Revisiting the Vision” and 
published by Ave Maria 
Press, is a project of the 
council. It explores why the 
orders represented by the 
council are gaining numbers 
and how they are living out 
the vision of consecrated 
life described by the Second 
Vatican Council. The book, 
released May 16, consists 
of essays written by six 
religious sisters represent-
ing five orders. The topics 
they address are: religious 
consecration, the spousal 

bond, the threefold response to vows, com-
munion in community, and mission.
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Twenty Something
By christina capecchi

e-mail: Christina@ReadChristina.com 

Reporting Child 
Abuse • Hotline 
1-800-252-5400

If you suspect a child has been 
abused or mistreated, you are 
required to report it to the Texas 
Department of Protective and 
Regulatory Services or to a law 
enforcement agency within 48 
hours of the time you suspect the 
child had been or may be abused 
or neglected.

WASHINGTON—The Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development (CCHD) 
has announced an initiative to recognize 
young adults for their efforts to address 
the root causes of poverty and injustice. 
CCHD is the domestic anti-poverty social 
justice program of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB). The Cardinal 
Bernardin New Leadership Award is given 
to a young adult age 18-30 who has dem-
onstrated leadership against the causes 
of poverty and injustice in the U.S. The 
award aims to promote young people as 
leaders, honor their work in their parishes/
organizations and strengthen the Catholic 
community’s participation in CCHD’s 
anti-poverty mission. Nominations may be 
submitted by a pastor, university faculty 
or staff, a local CCHD diocesan director, 
a mentor or a colleague. The deadline 
for nominations is July 31. The award is 
presented at a reception at the November 
meeting of the U.S. bishops. For more 
information about the award, including 
profiles of past winners, visit http://www.
usccb.org/cchd/youth.shtml#cardinal.

Elect a Young 
Adult for CCHD 

Leadership Award

FERDINAND, In.—The Sisters of St. 
Benedict of Ferdinand, Indiana would like 
to invite single Catholic women 18-40 
who have ever considered being a nun, to 
come live the life with us for a week-long 
experience June 26-July 2. This Benedic-
tine Life Week will give participants an 
in-depth look at our life. Those who come 
will experience our rhythm of prayer, work 
and recreation. There will be input on 
monastic life and discernment, as well as 
time for personal prayer and faith sharing. 
For more information or to register online, 
visit www.thedome.org/JoinUs, call Sis-
ter Michelle Sinkhorn at 800-734-9999, or 
e-mail vocation@thedome.org.

Come and 
See Week

hole
sponsorships

$200

call:
361-552-6140

WASHINGTON—Having both bride 
and groom escorted down the aisle by 
their parents expresses equality of the 
man and woman. That’s also the sugges-

Having both Bride and Groom escorted 
down the aisle with parents expresses 

equality, says liturgist
tion of the Catholic Rite of Marriage, said 
Father Rick Hilgartner, associate director 
of the U.S. Bishop’ Secretariat for Divine 
Worship.  “The bride and the groom enter 
freely and equally into marriage, and the 
entrance procession should reflect that,” he 
said.  Father Hilgartner also recommended 
that the couple memorize their marriage 
vows rather than repeat them after the 
priest for a more meaningful and memo-
rable occasion. He offered the suggestions 
in “Ten Things to Consider for Planning 
the Celebration of Your Marriage in the 
Catholic Church,” a resource posted on the 
Web site of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops at http://foryour-
marriage.org, then type “Ten Tips” in the 
search area, or go to the Family Life site 
of www.victoriadiocese.org. 

For a sneak peek, here is tip #7. Pro-
cession: Here comes the bride… and the 
groom!  The bride and the groom enter 
freely and equally into marriage, and the 
entrance procession should reflect that. 
The Rite of Marriage suggests that the 
liturgical ministers (priest, deacon, reader, 
servers) lead the procession, followed by 
the bride and bridegroom, each escorted by 
“at least their parents and the witnesses.” 
Perhaps the groom goes first, led by his 
attendants and escorted by his parents, fol-
lowed by the bride, led by her attendants 
and escorted by her parents.

Brother Jacob Amos, OSB, Associate 
vocations director at St. Bernard Abbey 
in Cullman, Alabama, recently announced 
plans to host a Summer Monastic Observer 
Program for  men, between the ages of 16-
40 years of age, discerning a vocation.  

The program provides an excellent op-
portunity to get an inside view of monastic 
life for a period of one week, or longer with 
the permission of the vocation director.  
From June 14 - July 31, 2009, juniors and 
seniors in high school, college students, 

St. Bernard Abbey announces Summer 
Monastic Observer Program

and others in discernment are invited to 
participate in the observer program.  “This 
program will give men more time to reflect 
on monastic life and to further their voca-
tion discernment,” Brother Jacob said.

Anyone interested in spending a week 
as a monastic observer should contact 
Brother Jacob Amos, OSB, at 256-255-
5828 or e-mail brjacobosb@yahoo.com.  
To read more, please go to www.victo-
riadiocese.org/lighthouse/lighthouse.htl  
(Extra Extra Extra)

I do not understand Kate Gosselin. 
I cannot comprehend how marital 

strains and rumored infidelity convinced 
the reality star and mother of eight (of 
“Jon & Kate Plus 8”) it’s a good time to 
launch a media campaign, one that results 
in the yellow, capitalized headline “We 
might split up.” 

How could thinking out loud about 
divorce (to People magazine, no less) 
possibly reduce her odds of it? 

Kate’s is one of several media blitzes 
that has left me scratching my head. I 
don’t understand, for example, how bad-
mouthing the Palin camp could help Levi 
Johnston realize what he insists is his most 
urgent goal: greater access to his baby boy. 
(And, he later admitted, he’s also fishing 
for modeling gigs.)

These ill-advised campaigns reek 
of ambition – the blind, ravenous kind 
Shakespeare wrote about. 

As a teen I was fascinated by Mac-
beth’s demise. “I have no spur to prick the 
sides of my intent,” he professed, “but only 
vaulting ambition, which o’erleaps itself, 
and falls on th’other…” 

It is a physical description of oversized 
aspirations. Macbeth’s ambition shoots 

Earthly ambition, divine perspective: 
how to stay on track

so high it cannot be contained; it falls 
well beyond its limits, beyond safety and 
sanity.   

That Shakespearean tale intrigued me 
because I felt ambition welling within 
and wondered how to manage it. My love 
of writing has always come with a desire 
to be read. In fifth grade I wrote to my 
favorite author asking, “Do kids ever get 
published?” I yearned to reach a wide 
audience.  

We all harbor ambitions and secretly 
question their scope and our chutzpah. Are 
we sorely deluded to dream of the corner 
office? Are we way off base to imagine 
the major leagues? 

The very word ambition sounds suspi-
cious – and for good reason, when you 
consider its origin. It comes from the Latin 
word ambitio, which is, literally, the act of 
soliciting votes. 

That’s fitting in our vote-for-me cul-
ture, begging, “Ooh, ooh, pick me! Make 
me the apprentice, the next top model, the 
top chef, the most popular blog!”

This reality-TV-to-YouTube era breeds 
“vaulting ambition,” the Susan Boyle ef-
fect, to be catapulted from obscurity to 
idolatry. Which leads me to wonder: What 
does it mean to be an ambitious Catholic? 
How does that guide us? Does it restrict us 
or alter our approach? Should it? 

I asked Father Peter Williams, the 
vocations director in my archdiocese (St. 
Paul and Minneapolis). 

“If you have musical gifts and you’re 
on American Idol, yeah, you better try to 
win,” he said. “Go for it! As Christians 
we’re not supposed to be timid, but at the 
same time, allow yourself to be checked 
when it’s not healthy and not glorifying 
God.”

That last clause is the litmus test: Does 
my ambition glorify God? How does it af-
fect my relationship with God and loved 
ones? Does it invite people into my life or 
push them away? Does it create peace or 
frenzy? Would Grandma be proud? Am I 
proud of myself? 

We are called to multiply our talents, 
not to bury them. The key is to keep the 
fruits of those talents in proper perspec-
tive. This month’s Old Testament readings 
underscore that idea, highlighting our 
submission to God’s infinite power. We 
witness Job’s wake-up call. 

“Hearken to this, O Job! Stand and 
consider the wondrous works of God! 
Do you know how God…makes the light 
shine forth from his clouds?”

Me neither. 
And so, we can pursue our earthly 

ambitions with a divine perspective, with 
humility and confidence, doing our small 
part to advance the greater good. 

 
Christina Capecchi is a freelance 

writer from Inver Grove Heights, Minn.
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Reporting 
Abuse

Faith 
Point

By Rev. Msgr. James C. Brunner
Vicar General, Diocese of Victoria

For past articles:  www.stmaryvic.com/desk.htm

Pedophile Protection Act

T

ABCATS TRAVEL • (361) 578-0828 
www.abcatstravel.com

Featuring Red Ravens Band
      Feb. 14-21, 2010 - Galveston Port

 Must Book with this Agency for 
  Admittance to our Functions

14-Day Grand Mediterranean Cruise
October 14-28, 2009 — Great Price!

ALSO European Tour, Summer 2010
Germany & Czech Republic

Including Passion Play

ABCATS Polka CruiseIf you or someone you know has been sexually abused by 
a member of the clergy or other church personnel, you can 
register a complaint.

•  Call the Chancery at (361) 573-0828 and ask to speak with the bishop or 
the chancellor;

or
•  Call Rev. Gary Janak (979) 543-3770 or Sr. Emilie Eilers (361) 575-7111,  

Coordinators of Pastoral Care and Outreach;
or

•  Write to: Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer
   Diocese of Victoria
   P.O. Box 4070
   Victoria, TX 77903 
   Mark your letter “Personal and Confidential”

We will also help you bring your concerns to Church officials outside the diocese 
if the abuse occurred elsewhere and you now reside in the Diocese of Victoria.

If you are unsure about bringing a complaint or would like further information, 
please contact:  Rev. Gary Janak at (979) 543-3770.

    hat is the name given by some 
commentators to a bill passed by the 
House of Representatives titled the Local 
Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Preven-
tion Act of 2009. As of this writing it is 
being considered in the Senate as S. 909. 
Ostensibly the purpose of this law is to 
assess extra punishment on persons guilty 
of crimes against certain privileged classes 
such as those with any of the 547 forms 
of sexual deviancy identified by psycholo-
gists, chief among them homosexuality.

The rationale for 
the law is to counter 
an epidemic of hate 
crimes committed 
against homosexuals. That is a blatant lie. 
According to FBI crime statistics for 2007 
there were 1.4 million violent crimes in 
the US. Of these only 1,512 were identi-
fied as “hate crimes” motivated by sexual 
orientation. Of these there were only 247 
cases of aggravated assault resulting in 
5 deaths. That comes to 0.0176% of all 
crimes or less than 2 in every 10,000 cases. 
Some epidemic! Furthermore, every homi-
cide is a hate crime. There is no need for 
special legislation concerning the internal 
processes of criminals in the commission 
of crimes. 

The cause célèbre cited by the propo-
nents of the law is Matthew Shepard who 
allegedly was beaten and killed because 
he was a homosexual. It turns out from 
the testimony of one of the perpetrators’ 
girl friends that they pretended to be 
homosexuals so that they could lure him 
outside and rob him to get money for 
drugs. Shepard’s attackers are serving life 
sentences under existing law with no need 

 Christians need 
to worry about 

this law because 
homosexual 
activists are 

painting a bulls-
eye on them.for “hate crimes” legislation. That does not 

stop liberals from citing similar cases as 
need for special “hate crimes” legislation. 
A promotion based on fraud cannot have 
a good outcome.

There are many things that are wrong 
with “hate crimes” legislation. The 
law should punish deeds and facts, not 
thoughts or emotions. James Madison who 
introduced the First Amendment to the 
Constitution wrote to Thomas Jefferson, 
“We have in this country extinguished 

forever…making laws for the human 
mind.” He emphasized that no American 
should be punished for his “thoughts.” 
Hate crimes legislation punishes people 
not just for their crimes but also a second 
time for the way they think about it. Hate 
crimes are actually thought crimes. It is 
odd that the ACLU defends neo-Nazis 
demonstrating and causing real pain in 
neighborhoods inhabited by Holocaust 
survivors but does not murmur against this 
throttling of free speech and thought. The 
ACLU has no real interest in free speech 
as in pushing a secular agenda.

The law violates several Constitutional 
Amendments. The first is the First Amend-
ment giving the right to free speech. An 
Ohio State University librarian recom-
mended, among others, the book, The 
Marketing of Evil. He was denounced 
for unprofessional conduct and of creat-
ing a hostile work environment because 
the book presented a traditional view of 
homosexuality contrary to the view “re-

flective” of the university. He was cleared 
of wrongdoing but had to suffer denuncia-
tion as a “hatemonger” and “bigot”, not 
to mention the stress of pursuing legal 
remedies. Who were the hatemongers and 
bigots? If people can be prosecuted for 
insulting words we 
are all in trouble. The 
Organization of the 
Islamic Conferences 
wants Western coun-
tries to label all Is-
lamorealistic speech 
“hate speech” as, for 
example, to quote 
the Qur’an to point 
out that Muhammad 
preached the subju-
gation of Infidels under Shari‘a. S. 909 
smacks of thought control. 

It criminalizes individuals who harbor 
ill feelings for a group protected under 
the law. The OSU librarian under this 
legislation could be prosecuted for of-
fering books opposed to the homosexual 
lifestyle, but Christians who are a non-
protected group could not claim sexual 
harassment if they objected to a showing 
of “Brokeback Mountain.” Under the 
law, which prejudices would qualify for 
special consideration and who would 
decide this?

Under the Fourteenth Amendment 
victims of violent crime are afforded 
equal protection under the law with no 
regard to sexual proclivity.  S. 909 would 
change that. It would give unconstitutional 
special protection to persons who define 
their identity on aberrant sexual behaviors. 
There is zero evidence that currently these 
persons do not receive equal protection 
under the law. Meanwhile traditional mo-
rality would become the new racism.

Statements by individuals regarding 
their beliefs and values are currently pro-
tected by the Constitution, but under hate 
crimes legislation, expressions that up-
hold protection of family values could be 
judged as discriminatory to homosexuals. 
Meanwhile glorification of homosexuality 
in the schools could be legally mandated 
as necessary for the protected group. Hate 
crime laws are based on the fallacious 
premise that we may be punished for our 
thoughts and feelings, not just our actions. 
Having legislators look into our hearts and 
minds to adjust their contents would give 
government far too much power to keep le-
gitimate opposition quiet. Democrat voters 
who favored the law in the House admitted 
that a Christian pastor could be prosecuted 
under the law if he spoke biblically against 
homosexuality, and someone who heard 
the comments subsequently committed a 
crime against a homosexual.

For the first time there would be a 
law that offers special protection for 
pedophiles and other sexual offenders. 
An amendment was offered to the law 
to eliminate pedophiles from protection 
and, incredibly, the majority Democrats 
turned it down. Also turned down were 
amendments to add churches, veterans, 
and seniors who have truly been victims 
of hate crimes and have been targeted 
by those who were disappointed in the 
outcome of the referendum in California 
defining marriage as between one man 
and one woman. The law is so absurd that 
even exhibitionists, voyeurs, pedophiles, 

and necrophiles are protected. A flasher 
who exposes himself to a female would 
be guilty of a misdemeanor but if the lady 
hit him with her purse she would be guilty 
of a felony because she attacked a sexual 
deviant belonging to a legally protected 

class. 
The law violates 

the Fifth Amendment 
guarantee against 
double jeopardy. But 
under this law a de-
fendant found inno-
cent of a hate crime 
in a state court could 
be tried once again in 
a federal court. 

Since this law is 
unconstitutional on several grounds, 
impractical, and intellectually incoher-
ent, why is it being promoted? It is not 
so much to protect homosexuals, as to 
silence opposition to that lifestyle. Ho-
mosexual activists do not want merely to 
have the freedom to choose their lifestyle 
but to be able to demand approval for it 
and condemnation of those who disagree 
with them. Christians need to worry about 
this law because homosexual activists 
are painting a bulls-eye on them. Hate 
crimes legislation serve only one purpose: 
the criminalization of citizens based on 
thoughts, beliefs, and emotions that are 
not considered politically correct. As one 
homosexual activist, who thought he was 
talking to someone on his side, remarked, 
“Once we get ‘hate crime’ laws on the 
books, we’re going to go after the [Boy] 
Scouts and all the other bigots.”

As this is written, S. 909 is still in the 
Senate. If it has not passed as yet, be cer-
tain to contact your senators and ask them 
to oppose it. If it has passed contribute to 
the legal efforts to overturn it. Its aim is to 
drive religion and its troublesome morality 
from the public square and force it to go 
underground.

 … traditional morality would 
become the new racism

Happy 
Father’s 

Day

June
21
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Sisterly
Thoughts

By Sister Mildred Truchard, IWBS

I
Garden’s Life Lessons

stew & fried-chicken
Dinner at 10:30 a.m. 

Plates - Adults $7.00 • Children $4.50

•  Drinks
•  Hamburgers
•  Cakewalk & More

liVe music
Starting at 10:30 a.m.
•  Shiner Hobo Band

• Czech and Then Some
•  The Dujka Brothers

•  Red Ravens

auction 

at 1:00 p.m.

Raffle - 9:00 p.m.

St. John’s
Parish Picnic

•  Games
•  Train Rides
•  Free Dance
     under pavilion

Saturday, July 4, 2009

St. John’s Parish Hall
FM 957 — 6 miles SW of Schulenburg

M
as

s a
t 9

:00
 a.

m
.

flag raising ceremonies at 10:00 a.m.
american legion and VfW members

Vietnam Veterans and all persons
interested in the patriotic cause are invited

Visit the 121-

year-old church

 recently read that garden seed 
sales are way up. I think that this is a hope-
ful sign.  People will be eating more veg-
etables and thus adopting a more healthful 
diet. They’ll spend more time outdoors 
and get some much-needed exercise and 
relaxation. They’ll have produce to give 
away or to barter with their neighbors.  
And they’ll save money at the grocery 
store.  Moreover, families can spend time 
together at home as they share garden du-
ties and watch their plants grow.  I think 
that we can all agree that these are worthy 
reasons to buy garden seeds. 

Even more importantly, planting and 
caring for a garden can provide lessons 
for life, if we are alert.  First of all is the 
awesome thought that we can see some 
results of our collaborating with God, the 
creator of all of nature. While we know 
that God is the one who makes the seeds 
sprout and develop, we find satisfaction 
and joy in helping the process along.  I 
am reminded of the story of a young man 
who loved the soil.  All he could afford 
was a small abandoned lot in a rocky area 
that was overrun with weeds. He carefully 
tilled the soil and removed the rocks until 
it was ready. He planted, watered, and 
fertilized his garden. He watched over the 
little plants and tended them with loving 
care. In response, they flourished and pro-
duced an abundant yield. One day he was 

showing off his garden to his minister who 
reminded him that he should give all the 
credit to God. The young man responded, 
“You should have seen it before I helped 
God.”

Yes, when we collaborate with God, 
we can learn much about God and our 
relationship with God.  Tending a garden 
is much like tending our spiritual life. We 
are constantly watching for insects and 
diseases that may harm our plants in our 
gardens; likewise, we are careful to avoid 
anything that may damage our relationship 
with God and with those whom we share 
life.  Just as we provide water and fertil-
izer to our crops, we nourish ourselves 
with the Sacraments and other spiritual 
resources. Lack of consistent care can lead 
to our plants dying and being overrun with 
weeds; the same can happen to us spiritu-
ally if we get negligent in our care!

Therefore, let us develop a garden 
mentality in which we and God are work-
ing together to promote our spiritual well 
being. May our gardens lead us to a grow-
ing appreciation of God’s action in our 
life and in our world. May they provide 
the space and inspiration for reflection 
on God’s greatness.  May this reflection 
motivate us to continually energize our 
relationship with God, with one another 
and with our planet.  So, go on out and 
buy those garden seeds!

st. Joseph’s in yoaKum honors mary—St. Joseph Parish in Yoakum 
2008-2009 CCD year ended with the Blessed Mother May Crowning, April 29.  
Kendall Pekar graciously crowned Our Lady’s statue with a petite flower crown 
carried by Morgan Vinklavek on a red, heart-shaped pillow.  The red pillow ex-
pressed the love of the CCD children, their teachers and families for Our Blessed 
Mother.  All the children showered Our Lady with various flowers.

st. roBert Bellarmine marian triDuum honors our BlesseD 
mother—St. Robert Bellarmine Parish in El Campo honored Mary, the Mother 
of God, with a Marian Triduum May 8 -10. A procession and rosary were held 
Friday and Saturday evenings and Sunday after the 11:00 Mass. Friday prayers 
were for the sick and shut-ins; Saturday prayers were for the strengthening of 
spiritual, moral and vocational values in family life; and Sunday prayers were 
for personal intentions. The children brought fresh flowers and presented them 
to the Blessed Mother, representing their devotion and love to Mary as Jesus 
did and as we all do to our beloved mothers. Mary is loved because she loved 
her Son Jesus. Jessica Espinoza, daughter of Flor and Jose Espinoza, and Marco 
Puentes, son of Noe and Imelda Puentes, were chosen to crown Our Lady of 
Guadalupe; they are also members of this year’s first Communion class. Special 
thanks to Father Lawrence Matula and Terri Beltran, coordinators; CDA #2275, 
Felix Garcia, KC Member #9393; Guadalupanas, HEB, Mike Ryan, Belinda Gon-
zales, Tina Tamez, Augie Beltran, Cathy Garcia, Sophia Nunez and everyone 
who participated by praying the mysteries and to the children who brought the 
beautiful flowers.  Pictured are members of St. Robert parish processing around 
the church grounds praying the rosary, in front: Terri Beltran, Jessica Espinoza, 
Marco Puentes, Alfredo and Antonio Zavala, Noe Puentes and J.C. Kocurek. 

(inset) Marco Puentes and Jessica 
Espinoza crown Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe.
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Youth Calendar of Events

For more information on any of these events, please contact:
Debbie Vanelli or José Ortega at the Office of Youth Ministry

at (361) 573-0828 ext. 32 / ext. 50 or e-mail at 
dvanelli@victoriadiocese.org or jortega@victoriadiocese.org 

 Web site:  www.victoriadiocese.org/youthoffice

June 12-20 — Camp David
 June 12-14 — Staff Formation
 June 14-16 — Session I - Junior High Camp
 June 17 — Elementary Camp
 June 17-19 — Session II - Junior High Camp
June 22 - 25 — Discipleship Week at the Spiritual Renewal Center 
July 4-12 — Rocky Mountain High, Pagosa Springs, Colorado
July 19-22 — Quo Vadis, Boys Vocation Camp at the Spiritual Renewal Center 

(spots still available)
July  26-29 — St. Theresa Vocation Camp at Incarnate Word Convent, Victoria 

(spots still available)
August 29 —Altar Server Appreciation at Splashway in Sheraton
october 23-25 — Archdiocesan Conference for Catholic Youth Ministers in 

Houston
november 1-12—NET Team in the Diocese – in parish retreats are available, contact 

the office for more information
November 19-22 — National Catholic Youth Conference in Kansas City, Missouri

Ten Star All Star 
Basketball Camp

Final applications are now 
being evaluated for the Ten 
Star All Star  Summer Bas-
ketball Camp.  The Ten Star 
All Star Summer Basketball 
Camp is by invitation only.  
Boys and girls ages 10-19 are eligible to 
apply.

Past participants include:  Michael 
Jordan, Tim Duncan, Vince Carter, Jerry 
Stackhouse, Grant Hill and Antawn Jami-
son.  Players from 50 states and 11 foreign 
countries attended the 2008 camp.

College basketball scholarships are 
possible for players selected to the All-
American team.  Camp locations include:  
Commerce, Texas and nine other location 
throughout the United States.There is also 
a summer camp available for boys and 
girls ages 9-18 of all skill levels.  For a 
free brochure on these summer camps, call 
(704) 373-0873 anytime or go to www.
tenstarcamp.com.

EL CAMPO—On Saturday, April 4, 
2009, St. Robert Parish in El Campo held a 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Food Fast 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. at St. Robert’s parish 
hall, under the direction of Elisa Garcia, 
the parish youth minister. Teens from the 
7th to the 11th grade participated.

“It was our first one and I think it went 
really well,” said Elisa.  Some of the kids 
were a little scared, but a good size showed 
up.  PLUS, they want to do it again next year.    
The youth group got the idea at the Youth 
Spectacular Conference.  They met Mar-
cus from CRS at the conference and he 
gave them the material.  

“You see, the youth group has had a 
blessed year with fun days, field trips and 
service projects,” said Elisa.  “We wanted 
to do something impacting for Lent.”  

St. Robert’s Youth Group 
holds CRS Food Fast

The changes began with our regular 
meetings. For a normal meeting, the youth 
group is usually served cookies, chips 
and soda.  During Lent they were served 
crackers and water. 

“On one occasion we split the kids up: 
those who were related were called the 
‘Family Tribe’ and then the others were 
split up into ‘Women’s Tribe’ and ‘Men’s 
Tribe,’”  said Elisa.  

“They were given tasks to perform: 
Family Tribe and Women’s Tribe had to 
clean up the snack area while the Men’s 
Tribe had to set up the chairs for the les-
son.  If they did not do the job right then 
they lost a day’s pay. We didn’t actually 
pay them, it was just an example,” said 
Elisa.  

During Lent they used games and 
lessons about the countries that CRS 
works with.  As they neared the end Elisa 
informed them about the Food Fast.  That 
it was going to be 10 hours without 
food.  “They were a little leery, but they 
took the challenge,” she said.  

 The day consisted of prayer services, 
discussions and games. During the “Mary, 
Mother of Migrants” prayer service, the 
children prayed for continued protection 
over those who are making a challenging 
journey.  They also talked about dignity for 
all people, how they can help, and what 
their sacrifice meant that day.  Towards the 
end they were getting very hungry, which 
is why they had their solidarity partner 
prayer cards.  They would do the breath 
prayer to get strength.  

The youth group celebrated Mass at 
5:30 p.m. and then ended the fast from 
food at 7:00 p.m. The kids were finally 
allowed to eat and were served enchiladas, 
rice, beans, corn and chips and dip (parents 
provided the food).

“The following week, when we dis-
cussed the Food Fast, they were pumped 
… excited … and ready to do it again!” 
said Elisa.

 WASHINGTON—The Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development (CCHD) 
has announced two major initiatives to in-
volve young Catholics in learning about the 
Church’s social teaching and to recognize 
young adults for their efforts to address 
the root causes of poverty and injustice. 
CCHD is the domestic anti-poverty social 
justice program of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB).

The 2010 CCHD Multi-Media Youth 
Arts Contest is a unique tool for schools 
and parishes to engage youth in grades 7 
through 12 in learning about the causes 
of poverty, Catholic social teaching and 
the work and witness of groups funded 
by the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development. The 2010 Contest theme is 
“Empowering Neighborhoods, Uproot-
ing Poverty.” All art forms, including 
YouTube videos, music, painting, drama, 
writing and PowerPoint slideshows, are 
welcome.

Ralph McCloud, director of the Catho-
lic Campaign for Human Development, 
said about the 2010 contest: “The contest 
is a unique educational opportunity. It is 
an unusual tool for schools and parishes to 
help young Catholics interact with orga-
nizations in their own community that are 
working to address poverty. It then equips 
these young people to use their talents and 
what they have learned to live out their 
faith by educating others.”

For more information about the contest, 
including lesson plans and activities for 
youth and campus ministers and teachers 
of all disciplines, visit http://www.usccb.
org/cchd/contestmaterials.shtml.

The second initiative, the Cardinal 
Bernardin New Leadership Award, is 
given to a young adult age 18-30 who has 

demonstrated leadership against the causes 
of poverty and injustice in the United 
States.  The award aims to promote young 
people as leaders, honor their work in their 
parishes/organizations and strengthen the 
Catholic community’s participation in 
CCHD’s anti-poverty mission.

Read more on  page 5.

CCHD announces 
art contest for youth

net aVailaBle for retreats—On November 1-12, 2009, the National 
Evangelization Team (NET) will be arriving in our diocese.  NET Ministries 
is a Catholic Evangelistic Outreach Program based in the Archdiocese of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The team will be comprised of 10-12 young 
adults who have a vibrant faith life and have given nine months of their lives 
to travel throughout the United States to share their faith with Catholic youth.  
Using a retreat format, the team members blend a fun, high-energy experience 
with a straightforward and personal presentation of the Gospel message and of 
how Jesus Christ has affected their lives.  They use large, group presentations, 
small, group discussions, music, games, skits, prayer, personal testimonies and 
the sacraments to reach out to the youth.  If any youth ministers or pastors are 
interested in providing this exciting retreat experience for your young people, 
please contact the Office of Youth Ministry at 361-573-0828 ext. 32 or 50 or via 
e-mail at  dvanelli@victoriadiocese.org or Jortega@victoriadiocese.org.  

Sept. 7 – 19, 2009 with
Father Tommy Chen 

Fly into Rome and proceed to Assisi 
to experience the life of St. Francis and 
view the incorrupt body of St. Clare; 
Cascia, to view the incorrupt body of St. 
Rita (a saint of the impossible); Loreto, 
to see the Holy House Jesus grew up in, 
which was miraculously moved from 
Nazareth to Loreto, Italy; Lanciano, to 
see the great eucharistic miracle of the 
8th century; San Giovanni Rotondo 
where our beloved saint, Padre Pio, 
lies in state; Cave of St. Michael the 
Archangel; Benedictine Abbey in Monte 
Cassino (529 a.d.); great St. Philomena (a 
saint of the impossible); then four days 
in the Eternal City of Rome, the great 
seat of our Mother Church, where we 
will have an audience with Our Holy 
Father Benedict XVI and visit all the 
great basilicas.

oberammergau passion play – 
poland, czech republic and 
germany – July 11-22, 2010

For more information, 
please contact Betty Urbanovsky at 

burbanovsky@sbcglobal.net or 
979-543-2333

13-day Shrines of 
Italy and Rome Tour
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Bishop Level Sponsors

Robby Burdge, Klean Corp International
Kevin Cooksey, Arthur J. Gallagher of  Texas, Inc.

Michael Cusack, Guidance in Giving, Inc.
Margaret Dornak

Mike Francese, IBM
Paul Hawes, POC Hardware

Rev. Kirby Hlavaty, The Catholic Community of  Cuero
Mike Intrieri, Catholic Mutual Group

Victor and Sharon Keefe
Knights of  Columbus 9088

Rev. Greg Korenek, Holy Family of  J.M.J. Church
Randal Lau, New First Bank

Mr. and Mrs. Hardy McCullough
John McQuillen, Gulf  Coast Paper Co.

Emory and Betty Migura
John and Chris Pribyl

Monroe and Mary Rieger
Terry Robinson, Hospice of  South Texas

Monsignor Level Sponsors

Mrs. Bonita Blackwood, The Blackwood Family
Bruce Blaha, Blaha Land Mangement Co.

Gerald and Kathy Bludau
John Brimberry, Frost Insurance Agency, Inc.

Pat Estes, Brown and Root Construction
Dr. Thomas Fordiani, DDS
Bob and Mary Lou Gaines

Jerry and Neicy Hajek
Rev. Msgr. Eustace Hermes

Dan and Jo Ann Jalufka
Albert Janak

Ron Kocian, Ron Kocian Insurance
Don and Bernice Krueger, Krueger Construction Co.

Rev. Michael Petering
Bruce Poncik, Home and Yard Graphics

Larry Tomanek, K and T Construction Co.
Bennie Vitek
Stephen Vitek

Gladys Vrazel, Vrazel Real Estate
George and Bobbe Wenzel

W. E. White
John Zacek, First Victoria National Bank

Priest Level Sponsors

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Adams
Rev. Samuel Appiasi, St. Peter Church

Otto and JoAnn Bleier
Chris Bludau, Edward Jones and Co.

Kenneth and Barbara Bludau
Mike and Cindy Bludau, B and B Metal Buildings, Inc.

Special Thanks to all the wonderful sponsors whose support made the 
11th annual Bishop Fellhauer Invitational Golf Tournament such a success!
Over $26,000.00 was raised for the benefit of vocation and youth ministries in the Diocese of Victoria. 

Charles Bluntzer, Attorney-At-Law
Bob and Minnie Bochat

Dorothy Boehm
Michael and Pam Brown

Office of  Bette-Jo S. Buhler
Anthony Burgess, AG Edwards

Sammy and Nadine Cattan
Jo Chanek

Jerry Cheatham, Petroleum Consultant Services
Jeff  Coffey, Cimarron Express/Cimarron Junction

Court Our Lady of  the Rosary No. 1595
Court St. Ann No. 369

Dr. Gary Cox
Slade Doehrman, Doehrman Show Pigs

Gaylan and Ella Marie Duncan
Dr. Mary Rea Finehout

4th Degree Assembly #1131
James Frazier

Kenneth French, Edward Jones and Co.
Mike and Susan Gabrysch

Dr. Pablo Garza
Paul Guthrie, Texas Concrete Co.

A.J. Hanslik, Associated Engineering and Surveyors
Rev. Msgr. Michael Harrold, Our Lady of  Victory 

Cathedral
Rev. Roger Hawes, Holy Cross Church
Lester Hoerig, Jon New  / Fastop Stores
Holy Family Men’s Tuesday Acts Group

Robert P. Houston
William and Peggy Howard

Greg Hughes, Colony Creek Country Club
Edward Huse

Rev. Joseph Hybner, Sacred Heart Church
Chris Janak

Russell Janecka, Janecka Insurance Co.
Judge Pat Kelly

Knights of  Columbus Council No. 9394
Knights of  St. Gregory

Rev. Bob Knippenberg, Sts. Cyril & Methodius Church
Bobby Knox

Harvey Kocian, K of  C Insurance
Zac Koenig, Zac Koenig Contractors

Dr. Alfred Kopecky
William A. Kraatz, Modern Floors of  Victoria, Inc.

Chris and Beverly Krejci
Mrs. Dorothy Kubala

Fred Kubesch, Kubesch Insurance Agency
Dennis Kutach

Larry Lahodney, TrustTexas Bank
Ed and Carol Lehnert

Mike McCauley
Paul and Ellette McCoy

Bob Melnar, Catholic Life Insurance Co.
Gene and Betty Migura

Rev. Dan Morales
John Morkovsky

Mr. and Mrs. Garth Myers
Kyle Nethery, The Other Feed Store

Ben and Sue Nutter, Fishing Guide/Putting Lessons
Susan and Bob Oakley

Our Lady of  Lourdes Altar Society
Our Lady of  Victory Youth Ministry

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Pope
Hal Redmon, Harrison, Waldrop and Uherek

Jock Ross, Bonnie Brae Ranch
Bill Sanders, Sanders Pipeline Const. Co.

George Schramek
Ron Sitka, Testengeer

Carroll Southers
St. John’s-New Taiton Altar Society

Jim Steelhammer, State Farm Insurance
Mr. and Mrs. Stuekerjuergen

Malcolm Sumbera, DDS, Family Dentistry
Mike and Donna Tater, T.S.I. Laboratories

Harold G. Tiemann, Tee’s Music House
George Totah

Andrew Vasquez
Larry Vitek

Steven A. Volkmer, Air-Techs Air Conditioning Co.
Deacon and Mrs. Wearden

Sts. Peter and Paul Altar Society
Aaron West, Jet Maintenance, Inc.

Mel and Anisia Wolfschlag

Deacon Level Sponsors

Revis Abshire
Lance Alkek, Ameroil Corp.

Patsy Brown
Catholic Daughters Court Holy Cross No. 1598

Court Mary Queen of  the Snows No. 1588
Court St. Bernadette No. 1108

Court St. Michael No. 347
Court St. Patrick No. 2494

Court St. Roch of  Mentz No. 2328
Wayne Dierlam, County Commissioner Pct. 4

Russell Donohue, H R H Insurance Co.
Jan Douglas, Redesign Decorating by Jan

Mr. and Mrs. David Drost
Murlene Enke

Leon and Elizabeth Folse
Byron and Irene Hahn

Richard Heller
David and Sherry Heyer

Lester Hoerig
Kevin Janak, County Commissioner

Knights of  Columbus Council No. 2480
Bob Leach Jr.
Dennis Leita

Bob Little
Dennis Lockstedt

Tim and Debbie Michalski
Pete and Susanne Moya
Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Ottis

Charles and Jacqueline Papacek
Rev. Michael Petering, St. Agnes Church

Bob and Pat Purdy
The Bill Reichert Family

Robert L. Rogers, Better Gardens and Landscape
Ted and Claudia Sheblak

Tommy and Norma Treybig
Wilbert and Jane Treybig
Mary and Jerry Uptmor

Allen Vanelli
Michael and Debbie Vanelli

Brian Vitek
Travis Vitek

Our Lady of Guadalupe - Bay City
Annual Jamaica/Bazaar — June 14

Held on church grounds (Avenue D & 12th Street) 11:00 a.m. to Dark

Fun For All Ages 
Live Music • Children’s Games &  Rides   •

Children’s Ferris Wheel • Cakewalk  • Raffle
Food Booths (Some open at 9:00 a.m. )

Mexican food and more
Bring your chair and enjoy the day!!!!

12th St.

Av
e.

 D

35
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If St. Paul were here today, he would be 
using Facebook, MySpace, On-line classes 
and Distance Learning to get the message 
of Jesus out to all nations… This summer 
the Pastoral Institute office for the Diocese 
of Victoria is taking steps that will enable 
more Catholics to get involved and take 
classes via distance learning.  

The Sacraments and Church classes 
will be offered from the Chancery in 
Victoria to St. Joseph’s in Yoakum, and 
St. Anthony’s in Columbus via distance 

Pastoral Institute steps into the 
21st century using technology

Make a decision to take a class near you!

learning. Liturgy will be offered from 
Holy Rosary in Hostyn to the Chancery 
in Victoria and Our Lady of the Gulf Par-
ish in Port Lavaca. The Learner course, 
which is for all Catholic school and parish 
catechists, will not be offered as a distance 
learning class. Call 361-573-0828 or 
e-mail bparkan@victoriadiocese.org to 
register or for more information.

Summer 2009 Short-Term Classes are as 
follow:

Date Course Time Location

6/16/09 The Learner 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

6/23/09 The Learner Pt. I 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

6/25/09 The Learner Pt. II 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

8/5/09 The Learner Pt. I 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Sts. Cyril & Methodius, Shiner

8/6/09 The Learner Pt. II 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Sts. Cyril & Methodius, Shiner

8/4/09 The Learner Pt. I 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. St. Philip, El Campo

8/6/09 The Learner Pt. II 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. St. Philip, El Campo

6/10/09 Liturgy Pt. I 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Holy Rosary, Hostyn

6/11/09 Liturgy Pt. II 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Holy Rosary, Hostyn

6/15/09 Liturgy 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Holy Rosary, Hostyn

6/10/09 Liturgy Pt. I 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

6/11/09 Liturgy Pt. II 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

6/15/09 Liturgy 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

6/10/09 Liturgy Pt. I 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. O.L. of the Gulf, Pt. Lavaca

6/11/09 Liturgy Pt. II 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. O.L. of the Gulf, Pt. Lavaca

6/15/09 Liturgy 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. O.L. of the Gulf, Pt. Lavaca

6/17/09 Church Pt. I 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

6/18/09 Church Pt. II 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

6/30/09 Church 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

6/17/09 Church Pt. I 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Sacred Heart, Hallettsville

6/18/09 Church Pt. II 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Sacred Heart, Hallettsville

6/30/09 Church 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Sacred Heart, Hallettsville

7/7/09 Sacraments 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

7/14/09 Sacraments Pt. I 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

7/16/09 Sacraments Pt. II 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Chancery, Victoria

7/7/09 Sacraments 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. St. Joseph, Yoakum

7/14/09 Sacraments Pt. I 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. St. Joseph, Yoakum

7/16/09 Sacraments Pt. II 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. St. Joseph, Yoakum

7/7/09 Sacraments 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. St. Anthony, Columbus

7/14/09 Sacraments Pt. I 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. St. Anthony, Columbus

7/16/09 Sacraments Pt. II 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. St. Anthony, Columbus

This year’s conference theme is “Cate-
chesis and the Proclamation of the Word.” 
It will be held at Holy Family Parish in 
Victoria on Saturday, September 26, 2009. 
Preparations for this annual diocesan event 
are being finalized. The conference will 
have 39 workshops on various topics of-
fered by 22 presenters from near and far.

The Reverend Dan 
Morales, pastor of Our 
Lady of the Gulf Par-
ish in Port Lavaca, will 
offer two workshops on 
Theology of the Body at 
the annual diocesan con-
ference. Father Morales 
states, “Pope John Paul 
II devoted the first major 
teaching project of his pontificate (129 
short talks over the course of six years) 
to provide a profoundly beautiful vision 
of human embodiment and divine love.” 

XXII Annual Diocesan Conference 
for Catechesis and Ministry

Father Morales’ workshops will preview 
the intellectual and spiritual 
riches of the late pope’s 
teachings on Theology of 
the Body.

The Reverend Gary 
Janak, pastor of St. Philip 
Parish in El Campo, will 
also provide a workshop 
on the Sacrament of Mar-
riage: Implications for 
Catechetical Ministry. In 
the workshop, Father Janak will address 
the Catholic Church’s understanding of the 
sacrament and its various canonical issues 
regarding catechetical ministry, including 
the implications that may apply to some 
who are in the RCIA process.

Everyone interested in attending this 
annual diocesan event is encouraged to 
call 361-573-0828 for registration infor-
mation. 

Rev. Dan 
Morales

Rev. Gary 
Janak

Diocesan religious eD teachers receiVe training— On Thurs-
day, May 21, 2009, sixty-six persons from 30 parishes attended the 2009 in-service 
and training for parish catechetical leaders and Catholic school teachers. Jo Ro-
tunno, director of Marketing and Electronic Media for RCL Benziger, introduced 
the new catechetical training resource “Echoes of Faith Plus.”  Jo demonstrated 
the proper way of facilitating the video-assisted classes and explained the new 
features of Echoes Plus. In the afternoon session, she explored the reasons why 
self-care is so essential to strengthening those in catechetical ministry. She also 
encouraged attendees to formulate an action plan for the summer months so that 
they can return to their ministry in the fall rested and energized.

Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church 
in Victoria will present Jesse Romero 
at their parish June 12 – 13.  Jesse is a 
bilingual evangelist who is nationally 
acclaimed for his upbeat, Christ-centered 
presentations.  His presentation will 
include two talks in Spanish and three 
in English.  His theme will be “The 
Power and Truth of the Catholic Faith.”  
Donations of $10 will include lunch on 
Saturday.  

A resident of Calif., Jesse is a retired 
Los Angeles County Deputy Sheriff, with 
20 years of service and two Middleweight 
U.S. Kick Boxing Championships.  Jesse 
spent some time away from the Catholic 
faith before his exciting “reversion” and 
has been lighting fires under Catholics 
ever since.

Jesse Romero, evangelist, to come to Victoria
In 1986, Jesse picked up a Bible and 

used faith instead of force as a way to es-
cape the pressures of police life.  His mes-
sages may be simple but are delivered with 
energy and conviction that has become 
his trademark.  The audience is left with 
a clear understanding that our Catholic 
faith is something to be worn visibly and 
proudly and not to be kept hidden.  

Our Lady of Sorrows is proud to 
present Jesse Romero and encourages 
everyone to come listen to him and be-
come more informed about our Catholic 
faith.  For more information, please 
contact Janie Rubio at (361) 572-4364 
or e-mail Janie at Janie.mrubio@yahoo.
com or e-mail Hermes Silva at hsmdpt@
suddenlink.net.

The Knights of Saint Gregory the Great 
of the Diocese of Victoria announce the 

Bishop David Fellhauer Annual Charity Banquet 
Thursday, July 9, 2009, at 6:30 p.m.

at the Victoria Country Club in Victoria.  
Please call (361) 573-0416 or 573-5336 for ticket information.
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By Cynthia Brewer
The Catechetical Office of the Diocese 

of Victoria has chosen to honor two Parish 
Catechetical Leaders (PCL) for the month 
of June 2009.  They have chosen Gina 
Kozelsky of Queen of 
the Holy Rosary and Sts. 
Peter and Paul parishes 
in Hostyn and Plum and 
Patsy Krenek of Holy 
Cross Parish in East Ber-
nard.

Gina Kozelsky has 
helped Msgr. Stanley 
Petru, the pastor of the 
churches in Hostyn and 
Plum, in the area of re-
ligious education for a 
few years, then the par-
ishes were blessed to have 
Sister Louise Miksch, 
CDP, work in the parishes 
as director of religious 
education (DRE).   When 
Sister Louise moved to a 
new position in Cuero in 
2003, Gina was asked to be the DRE. 

“I, with the help of Deacon John 
McCourt and a wonderful group of 
volunteers, moved back into the parish 
catechetical leadership,” Gina said.  

As to why she became a PCL, Gina 
says they she “kinda phased into the posi-
tion.”  She began working for the parish 
as secretary, then worked with youth, and 
when the need arose she officially took on 
the position of DRE.

“I had learned so much from Sister 
Louise and had the support of Msgr. 
Petru and Deacon John,” Gina said, “so 
after much prayer, I agreed to take on the 
position.” 

The combined parishes of Queen of 
the Holy Rosary and Sts. Peter and Paul 
use the “Generations of Faith” whole 
community catechesis program.  When 
the parishes come together for their com-
munity catechesis program, there are 80 
children and youth and 105 adults who 
participate.  Gina and Deacon John Mc-
Court are assisted by 20 catechists – “And 
all of them are wonderful,” Gina said.

The most challenging aspect of her 
ministry is scheduling!  She asks, “When 
can all the activities, sessions, programs … 
we want to offer be held, so that conflicts 
with school and community events are 
avoided when possible?”  

Her happiest moments in her ministry 
are when she sees whole families learning 
together, “Parents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles all participating in the learning – 
what wonderful examples for the young 
people!”  She is also rewarded through the 
service trips the high school students take 
through “Young Neighbors in Action.” 

Gina stays very busy in her church and 
community as she is also a lector, is on the 
Social Ministry and Liturgical Ministry 
Committees, is an adult participant in 
Young Neighbors in Action, the La Grange 
Community Blood Drive Coordinator, in 
the Band Booster Club, a PTO member 
and volunteers with the BP Multiple Scle-
rosis 150 bike-a-thon.

Catechetical office honors 
two PCLs in June

She and her husband, Jerry, have been 
married for 24 years; they have three chil-
dren – Jacob – attends Texas State Techni-
cal College, Hannah – attends St. Edwards 
University, and Jodi – starts high school 

this year.  Gina’s hobbies include garden-
ing and making quilts with her mom, 
aunts, uncle, sisters and nieces, which they 
donate to church picnics and give to family 
members for wedding gifts.  

~ ~ ~
Patsy Krenek of Holy Cross Parish in 

East Bernard has been the parish’s cat-
echetical leader for the past three years; 
prior to this, she assisted Sister Carola 
Hajdik, IWBS, for three years while Sister 
Carola was the PCL.

Patsy says that she has always enjoyed 
working in her parish’s religious education 
program and was the vacation Bible school 
coordinator for several years.  She then 
moved to the assistant director of religious 
education and then replaced Sister Carola, 
once she retired. 

Holy Cross Parish in East Bernard 
is another parish that participates in the 
whole community catechesis program, 
“Generations of Faith.”  There are over 
400 parishioners registered for the pro-
gram, 205 students from four years to 
12th grade and 226 adults.  “Generations 
of Faith” has created a very active parish, 
as there are 82 catechists and assistants; 60 
volunteers for childcare, food, and office 
help; and 10 catechists who assist with 
sacramental preparation.

Patsy says that the challenges for the 
ministry are never ending, “I’m always try-
ing to find ways to improve our program.”  
Her happiest moments include watching 
parents and their children interact with 
each other throughout the program. “Faith 
is being passed on without them realizing 
it,” she said.

Besides leading the parish’s catecheti-
cal program, Patsy continues to minister as 
an extraordinary minister of the Eucharist, 
in Altar Society, Christian Mothers and 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas.

Patsy and her husband of 28 years, 
Gary, have three children: Jenny, 25, Matt, 
21, and Beth, 19.  Patsy also enjoys travel-
ing with her family.

Parish Catechetical Leaders of the month, 
Gina Kozelsky, left, and Patsy Krenek, right

Question Corner
By Father John Dietzen

Catholic News Service

Q. I believe we are still required to fast 
for one hour before receiving Communion. 
Many friends, however, tell me there is no 
longer such a rule, that the pope did away 
with that regulation years ago. Is there 
any official directive about fasting before 
Communion? (Wisconsin)

A. You are correct. We are asked to fast 
an hour before Communion though, like 
you, I still encounter many Catholics who 
seem unaware of this requirement.

By now, only older Catholics will re-
member that for centuries total fast from 
all food and liquids was required from 
midnight until receiving the Eucharist. 
This worked, even with some difficulty, 
when no Masses took place after noon.

With the advent of afternoon and 
evening Masses after the Second Vatican 
Council, however, fasting from the previ-
ous midnight became close to impossible 
for many people. For this and other rea-
sons, at the end of the third council ses-
sion in 1964, Pope Paul VI considerably 
simplified the eucharistic fast.

According to his 1964 decree, people 
should fast from food and liquids for 
one hour before receiving Communion. 
Water does not break the fast and may 
be taken anytime. The same goes for 
medications.

Note that this is one hour before actual 
Communion, not before the beginning 
of Mass, which means in practice that it 
normally will involve only a short time of 
fast before leaving home for Mass, which 
is a minimal hardship at most.

The reason this modified regulation 
is still on the books is that it can aid in 
preparing oneself spiritually and men-
tally for participating in the offering of 
the Eucharist at Mass and for receiving 
Communion. Basically the rule applies to 
the whole church, though some variations 
apply in different parts of the world.

Because of their special needs, the 
discipline is greatly relaxed for the elderly 
and the sick, and the people who take 
care of them. For all of these, the period 
of eucharistic fast is reduced to “about a 
quarter of an hour.”

The church law (Canon No. 919) says 
simply that older and sick persons, and 
their caregivers, may receive the Eucharist 
even if they have consumed something 
during the previous hour. Obviously, the 
intention is that the sick should be given 
every possible opportunity to receive holy 
Communion.

Q. May a Catholic receive Communion 
more than once a day, for example, at a 
wedding and then at an evening Mass? 
(Pennsylvania)

A. For many years Communion was 
to be received only once a day, but those 
rules have been considerably relaxed. 

Fasting before Communion, 
marrying a non-Catholic

Today’s policy is that Communion may 
be received twice in the same day, but 
only when participating in a Mass (see 
Canon No. 917 and the 1984 decree of the 
Vatican commission for interpretation of 
canon law).

Communion should not be received 
more than twice a day.

The church knows from experience 
that some Catholics are tempted to treat 
sacred things, even the Mass, in a super-
stitious manner. I once knew a lady who 
piously claimed she attended 11 Masses, at 
least the “essential” parts, every Sunday.

To prevent people from collecting 
Communions in a similar fashion was one 
reason for the church’s stricter once-a-day 
rule in the past, as well as for the broader 
policy today. It trusts that people’s deeper 
and fuller awareness of the meaning of the 
Eucharist will discourage any abuse, and 
at the same time prompt them to receive 
Communion whenever it is appropriate, 
even more than once a day.

Q. My grandson, who is Catholic, will 
be married in a Methodist church to a girl 
of that denomination. Will this marriage 
be valid in the Catholic Church? Or does 
there need to be a priest present? (Iowa)

A. Normally, as you know, a Catholic 
must be married before a priest or deacon 
for the marriage to be valid according to 
church law. However, the bishop of the 
diocese may grant a dispensation, allow-
ing that marriage to take place before a 
judge, minister or other licensed official 
for marriages in that state. This is referred 
to as a dispensation from the canonical 
form of marriage.

Even when such a dispensation is 
obtained, the couple is required to par-
ticipate in whatever marriage preparation 
programs are offered by the diocese. The 
dispensation would be requested through 
the priest or other parish staff helping the 
bride and groom prepare for marriage.

If your grandson and his bride have 
obtained this dispensation, a priest might 
attend, but his presence is not required for 
the marriage to be valid.

If the couple has not obtained the dis-
pensation, the marriage before a Methodist 
minister or other civil official would not be 
valid, according to Catholic Church mar-
riage legislation. The presence or absence 
of a priest at the ceremony would not be 
relevant in that situation.

A free brochure in English or Spanish, 
answering questions Catholics ask about 
baptism practices and sponsors is avail-
able by sending a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to Father John Dietzen, Box 
3315, Peoria, IL 61612. Questions may be 
sent to Father Dietzen at the same address, 
or e-mail: jjdietzen@aol.com.
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olV psia state Winners—Our Lady of Victory School of Victoria recently 
competed at the 2009 Private Schools Interscholastic Association (PSIA) State Meet 
held at Texas Christian University in Fort Worth. State medalists were (back row): 
8th graders Aaron Kovar-3rd place Number Sense; Andrew Stewart, 1st place Sci-
ence; Ahmad Sabbagh, 1st place Math and 2nd place Number Sense; front row: 8th 
grader Hannah Kolle, 4th place On-Site-Drawing; 5th grader Isaac Leal, 3rd place 
Dictionary Skills; and 8th grader Jillian Strauss, 1st place Prose Interpretation.  More 
than ninety schools competed this year.  Our Lady of Victory School placed 6th in 
the Middle Schools division and 15th overall in the competition.

Volunteers honoreD—The 
Twelth Annual Mother Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Awards were presented recently in 
Shiner by the Office of Catholic Schools.  
A dinner was served, followed by the 
presentation of the awards.  Making the 
presentations were (center) Bishop David 
E. Fellhauer and (left) John Quary, school 
superintendent.  The recipients of the 
award for the year 2009:  (in no particular 
order) Mary Ottis, Holy Cross, Bay City; 
Lesley  Smejkal, Nazareth Academy, Vic-
toria; Linda M. Meyer, Our Lady of the 
Gulf, Port Lavaca; Robert L. Kovar, Our 
Lady of Victory, Victoria; Mike Johnson, 
Sacred Heart Elementary, Hallettsville; 
Frances Kallus, Sacred Heart High, Hal-
lettsville; Dennis and Liz Chriten, St. 
Anthony, Columbus; Cindy DuBose, St. 
Joseph High School, Victoria; Ken Kvin-
ta, St. Joseph, Yoakum; John Meitzen, 
St. Michael, Cuero; Peggy Guenther, St. 
Michael, Weimar; Jan Dornak, St. Philip, 
El Campo; Edwin and Dolores Vacek, 
St. Rose, Schulenburg; Leah Wagner, St. 
Ludmila, Shiner; and Philip Pilat, St. Paul 
High School, Shiner.

cDa state contest Winner—At the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
46th Biennial State Convention held recently in McAllen, Clinton Mican was an-
nounced as the second place winner in Division I, Computer Art, in the Catholic 
Daughters State Education Contest. This year’s themes were “God’s Gifts in My 
Life” and “The Gifts I Give to Others.”  Clinton received a certificate from the 
State Court along with a monetary gift.  Pictured are Allison, Jeannie, Randy, and 
Clinton Mican; Ann Florus, education committee member; Court St. Rose #1597 
Regent Cynthia Kosler, and Rev. Tim Kosler, Court St. Rose chaplain.

Boy scouts earn pope pius Xii religious aWarD—Recently nine 
Boy Scouts from the Victoria Diocese received the highest religious award pre-
sented by the Catholic Church.  The award, the Pope Pius XII Religious Award, 
was presented to, from left, Daniel Mejia, Troop 364; Zachary Fiew, Troop 363; 
and Kevin Parma, Nicholas Garza, Andrew Polasek, Roman Vasquez, Robby 
Gonzales, Tyler Bonorden and Reno Bradicich, all of Troop 364.  The purpose of 
this award is to help Catholic Scouts develop a Christian way within the faith 
community.  Participants explore their baptism call to bring about an awareness 
of their current and future calls from God.  God’s calls are in three distinct areas: 
inner self, secular community and church community.  These are all intertwined 
and impact one’s daily life.  The scouts explored this intertwining to fully under-
stand their primary vocation of giving witness to the Gospel.  The boys achieved 
this award by attending classes two to three times a month on Sunday afternoons 
for about six months.  This required some homework, interviews, research, a 
panel discussion and a weekend retreat at which they presented research on an 
issue, which they felt is facing the Church today.   The facilitators were Dr. Frank 
Parma, Mr. Robert Gonzales, Mr. Brian Fiew and Mr. Dave Kouba.  They are very 
proud of these boys and appreciate the support of their parents.

typing on a smartBoarD—
Kristin Walla, a 5th grader at St. An-
thony School (SAS) in Columbus uses 
the Smartboard pop-up keyboard. 
The Keyboard can be used to input 
Web sites to download educational 
videos. During the 2008 - 2009 school 
year, SAS implemented a three-phase 
plan to install interactive Smart-
boards in all classrooms.  Phase one 
and two have been accomplished 
through PTC and community dona-
tions and a grant from the Catholic 
School Endowment Fund from the 
Diocese of Victoria. Phase three will 
allow for Smartboards to be placed 
in early childhood pre-k classrooms.  
See full story on p. 2.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.-Four eighth 
graders from St. Rose of Lima School in 
Schulenburg, Texas, received a second-
place award in this year’s national eCY-
BERMISSION competition. With this 
award, each team member will receive 
a $3,000 U.S. EE Savings Bond and a 
certificate of recognition from the U.S. 
Army.

eCYBERMISSION is a U.S. Army-
sponsored, free, web-based science, math 
and technology competition that allows 
students in grades six through nine to 
compete for regional and national awards 
while working to solve problems in their 
communities. 

The “Philanthropy Phorce” team, 
comprised of students Mary Kossa, Chris-
topher Kunz, Kirsten Heger and Caitlyn 

St. Rose of Lima (Schulenburg) students win in national competition.  The “Phi-
lanthropy Phorce” team placed 2nd in this year’s national eCYBERMISSION with 
its investigation into decreasing heat levels inside motor vehicles.  Pictured are 
team members Caitlyn Bennett (front, holding model car used in their project); 
back l. to r.: Christopher Kunz, teacher – Phyllis Venghaus, Mary Kossa and 
Kirsten Heger. Special thanks to Dennis Venghaus and Chris Henk of Schulenburg 
Sheet Metal who helped make the model car for the students’ project.

Schulenburg students Win $12,000 in 
U.S. Army’s eCYBERMISSION Competition

Bennett, and led by Team Advisor Phyllis 
Venghaus, was recognized by judges for its 
investigation into decreasing the levels of 
heat inside motor vehicles. The team was 
concerned about the number of children 
and animals becoming seriously or fatally 
injured when left unattended in closed 
vehicles for an extended period of time. 
To resolve the problem of increased levels 
of heat inside vehicles, the team hopes to 
design a vehicle where the interior would 
never exceed 90 degrees.

In the past seven years, St. Rose of 
Lima School has won $26,000 in U.S. EE 
Savings Bonds by students competing in 
eCYBERMISSION.

 “We are extremely proud of these St. 
Rose of Lima School winners for their use 
of outstanding research, experimentation 
and analysis during this year’s eCYBER-
MISSION competition,” said Mike Doyle, 
U.S. Army eCYBERMISSION program 
manager. “These students were selected 
out of thousands of their peers, not only 
for their potential as future leaders in sci-
ence, math and technology, but for their 
work to make their communities a better 
place to live.”

This year, more than 12,000 students 
registered for eCYBERMISSION and 
2,005 teams submitted their research for 
scoring. Now in its seventh year, eCY-
BERMISSION has awarded more than 
$6.8 million in U.S. EE Savings Bonds 
in support of the science, math and tech-
nology leaders of tomorrow. Since its 
inception, more than 58,000 students from 
across the country, in U.S. territories and 
Department of Defense Education Activity 
schools worldwide have participated in the 
competition.

Registration for next year’s competi-
tion opens Aug. 1. For a complete listing 
of the 2008-2009 winners or for more 
information, please visit www.ecybermis-
sion.com.

rosary saiD in honor of our laDy for the unBorn—A rosary 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Council #3253 was recited May 1, 2009.  
It was held at the Shrine of the Unborn in front of Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic 
Church in Port Lavaca.  The shrine states “In loving memory of the innocent 
victims of abortion KC Council #3253.”

HALLETTSVILLE—Sacred Heart 
School class of 1959 of Hallettsville 
celebrated its 50th reunion on Saturday, 
April 18, 2009.  

The class began the reunion at 4:30 
p.m. with a tour of Sacred Heart School 
and then attended the 5:30 p.m. parish 
Mass.  After Mass the graduates went to 
the Garden Center for a social, where they 
visited and caught up with former class-
mates and enjoyed a catered meal. Satur-
day evening, a prayer and candle lighting 

The 1959 class of Sacred Heart School in Hallettsville celebrated its 50th anniversary April 18.  Those attending the reunion 
were, from l. to r., front row: Norbert Sobotik, Rose (Klesel) Pustka, Carolyn (Polasek) Kolle, Lucille (Gebermann) Antrich, 
Mildred (Konarik) Cobden, Irene (Bludau) Knebel, Theresa (Hemmi) Voelkel, Georgia (Brown) Pohl and Beatrice (Satsky) 
Brown; middle row: Leroy Grahmann, Imelda (Bludau) Orsak, Brenda (Berkenhoff) Brisco, Bernice (Hessler) Marek, Sister 
Lois Marie (Ann) Etzler, Margaret (Matula) Timm, Helen (Henke) Pesek, Marjorie (Kristek) Parr and Virginia (Grahmann) 
Pustka; and back row: Harvey Janak, Benedict Grahmann, Phillip Smirak, George Satsky, Gilbert Schindler, Sylvester Frank 
Jares, Joseph Migl, Daniel Melnar and Robert Pohl.

1959 SHS Class 50th Reunion Held
was held in memory of their only deceased 
classmate, Marjorie (Haas) Chanek.  On 
Sunday, April 19, a brunch hosted by 
Irene (Bludau) and George Knebel was 
held for those who were able to remain in 
Hallettsville for the weekend.

Those unable to make the reunion were 
Helen (Biehunko) Vasek, Natalie (Wulf) 
Pitre, Irene (Mika) Dunn, Joann (Ulcak) 
Helmcamp, Lorene (Leopold) Rode and 
Fred Strauss Jr.

St. Michael School 
Weimar

8th Graders:
Drew Billeck, Dustin Carroll, Sam 
Dobecka, Spencer Leppin, Matthew 
Mason, Courtney Menis, Chase Ritter, 

Justin Rosenauer, Jacob Sestak and 
Makayla Wick
St. Joseph School, Yoakum

8th Graders:
Mercedes Dreitner, Lane Faust, Miran-
da Gamboa, Hailey Garrett, Abby 
Hull, Ryan Kvinta, Drake Lahodny, 
Adrienne Machacek, Amy Malik, 

Catholic elementary schools’ highest level recognized
Continued from p. 24
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Family Puzzle Contest Winner to win “JOSHUA’S FAMILY”
Lorene Hengst of St. Rose of Lima Parish in Schulenburg has won the May Family 

Puzzle Contest drawing and will receive the book “Chicken Soup for the Soul – Living 
Catholic Faith,” published by Chicken Soup for the Soul Publishing, LLC.

The winner of the children’s contest is Stacie Garcia, 17, of Our Lady of Sorrows 
Parish in Victoria.  She will receive a gift from the Incarnate Word Gift Shop.

If you have not won the puzzle contest within the past six months, please send com-
pleted puzzle and form in by June 25 for a chance to win the June Family Puzzle Contest 
prize of “Joshua’s Family” by Joseph Girzone, published by Doubleday.

For a chance to win this month’s book, please complete puzzle and fill out form and 
send to: Family Contest, The Catholic Lighthouse, P.O. Box 4070, Victoria, TX  77903.  
Only youth need to include age.

Name: 
Address:
Phone number: 
Parish: 
Age if under 18: 

Millions of readers around the world have 
followed the story of the gentle woodcarver 
and carpenter who was first introduced in 
1983 in Joseph Girzone’s beloved parable, 
Joshua, but never before have readers been 
taken back to a time before Joshua – until 
now.  In this prequel, Joshua’s 
Family (Doubleday; $12.95), 
Girzone travels back to a year in 
young Joshua’s childhood, be-
ginning with the poor family’s 
move to a small town named 
Shadybrook.  In itself a good 
introduction to the series, fans 
will be especially moved by the 
intimate portraits of the mother 
and father who nurtured Joshua 
and of the friends and neighbors 
who viewed the unusually pre-
cocious child with an uneasy 
balance of wonder and skepticism.

Joshua’s extraordinary nature and mys-
terious gifts come to light even as he partici-
pates in the ordinary routines of small-town 
life: his gentleness and loving spirit bring 
peace to all those he meets.  As he grows 

Prequel “Joshua’s Family” to be Puzzle Prize
older, Joshua gradually awakens to the 
knowledge that he has been placed on earth 
for a special reason.  Even this idyllic small 
town cannot keep some of the troubles of the 
world at bay, and Joshua must decide how he 
should use the gifts given to him.

As Joshua grows in his 
relationship with his “Father in 
heaven,” he will begin to teach 
others how to heal the divi-
sions in the human family and 
bring everlasting peace to the 
world.  The ninth novel in this 
beloved and bestselling series, 
is the book so many have been 
waiting for, and its powerful 
message is a much-needed 
antidote to the difficulties in 
today’s world.

Joseph Girzone retired from 
the active priesthood in 1981 and embarked 
on a successful career as a writer and inspi-
rational speaker.  He is the author of several 
bestselling books, including Joshua, My 
Struggle with Faith, and Never Alone.  He 
lives in Albany, New York.

By Heidi H. Saxton 
Reprinted from  http://catholicex-

change.com/author/heidi-hess-saxton
One day listening to a Jeff Foxworthy 

“You Might Be a Redneck If…” routine, 
it occurred to me that — just as rednecks 
can blissfully scratch through life without 
recognizing their “red-neckiness,” so many 
potentially wonderful foster parents could 
be missing out on a truly life-changing 
opportunity, simply because they don’t see 
within themselves God’s “gift of fostering.” 
And with more than 500,000 children in 
the U.S. in need of temporary or permanent 
homes; getting families to recognize this gift 
is a genuinely pro-life endeavor.

So … what does a foster family look like? 
Most aren’t rich in the financial sense. Some 
excellent foster parents open their hearts to a 
child long before they find a spouse. (Here in 
Ann Arbor, the sisters of Servants of God’s 
Love have fostered children for years.) You 
don’t have to own your own home, or even 
be at home full-time. (On the other hand, 
troubled children greatly benefit from the 
love and attention a SAHM [stay at home 
mom] can provide.)

So … what does the “gift of fostering” 
look like? You might be a great foster par-
ent if …

· You genuinely like being around other 
people’s children, and they like being around 
you.

· You instinctively look for ways to help 
other people – adults and children alike.

· You notice when your child’s classmate 
doesn’t have a warm jacket … and find one 
for him.

· You’re good at bringing order out 
of chaos, but don’t mind a little “happy 
mess.”

· You have a WYSIWYG (What you see 
is what you get) philosophy of life: honest, 
straightforward and generally kind.

· You‘re a natural (and patient) teacher, 
capable of giving a lesson again and again.

· You have a “second sense” about chil-

The Gift of Fostering 
(You Might Be a Foster Parent If…)

dren, and can figure out what they need when 
they can’t tell you themselves.

· You like cuddling, hugs and dandelion 
bouquets.

· You make friends for life, even when 
you don’t see them every day.

· You are a resourceful person and aren’t 
too proud to ask for help when you need it.

· You would like to add to your family, but 
aren’t sure you want another pregnancy.

· Most important: You believe in the 
power of love to change lives.

Some people hesitate to get involved 
because they aren’t sure they can bear the 
thought of getting attached, then having a 
child leave again. In reality, nearly 60% of 
foster children never go home, and there 
are more than 25,000 children who need 
permanent homes. Most of these children 
are over four years of age (the median age 
is eight) — younger children are often a 
part of a sibling group, have special needs, 
or are biracial.

However, many foster parents find that 
the children who enter their lives even for 
a brief time touch them so deeply that they 
are better off for having known them for 
even a short time. For a touching account 
of one such family’s experience, pick up 
a copy of “Paper Sack Kids.” http://ex-
traordinarymomsnetwork.wordpress.
com/2009/03/23/miracle-mondays-paper-
sack-kids/ 

For more information on Texas foster/
adoption, please see: www.dfps.state.tx.us/
adoption_and_foster_care/; http://txadop-
tions.com/; or www.adoptionnetwork.com/ 
 

Heidi Hess Saxton (hsaxton@christian-
word.com) is the author of “Raising Up 
Mommy www.christianword.com/ “and 
founder of the Extraordinary Moms Net-
work http://extraordinarymomsnetwork.
wordp  ress.com/, an online resource for 
mothers of adopted, fostered, and special 
needs children. She and her husband foster-
adopted their two children in 2002. 

Twelve-year-old Claire Kutchka, 
granddaughter of Joe and Dorothy Jurena 
Kutchka of Bloomington, Texas, sent out 
250 letters to Catholic celebrities, bishops 
and religious orders all over the world to 
request silent auction items for a carnival 
at her parish, Christ the King Church 
in Fort Smith, Ark., May 15-16. Claire 
received 105 items; packages arrived 
almost daily at her sixth-grade classroom. 
She holds her favorite silent auction item, 
a Stations of the Cross Scroll donated 
by Father Joseph Pallo of Immaculate 
Conception Church in Blytheville, Ark. 
Read full article at “Extra, Extra, Extra” 
at www.victoriadiocese.org/lighthouse/
lighthouse.htm. Permission to reprint 
granted by the Arkansas Catholic.  Photo 
by MARYANNE MEYERRIECKS of 
Arkansas Catholic.

Stewardship 
in her blood

Claire Kutchka
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Sunday Readings from June 14 to July 12

June 14— Solemnity of the Exodus 24:3-8
Most Holy Body and  Psalms 116:12-13, 15-16, 17-18
Blood of Christ Hebrews 9:11-15
 Mark 14:12-16, 22-26

June 21 — Twelfth Sunday Job 38:1, 8-11 
in Ordinary Time Psalms 107:23-24, 25-26, 28-29, 
 30-31
 2 Corinthians 5:14-17
 Mark 4:35-41

June 28 — Thirteenth  Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24
Sunday in Ordinary Time Psalms 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11, 12, 13
 2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15
 Mark 5:21-43

July 5 — Fourteenth Ezekiel 2:2-5
Sunday in Ordinary Time Psalms 123:1-2, 2, 3-4
 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
 Mark 6:1-6

July  12 — Fifteenth Amos 7:12-15
Sunday in Ordinary Time Psalms 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14
 Ephesians 1:3-14
 Mark 6:7-13

By Mar 
Muñoz 
Visoso, 
USCCB

I n  t h e 
Catholic tra-
dition fathers 
are honored 
in the feast of 

Saint Joseph, spouse of Mary. In 
Spain, Italy, Portugal, Bolivia 
and Honduras, Father’s Day is 
still celebrated on March 19, a 
custom that brings together the 
civic and religious traditions. 
However, most Latin American 
countries celebrate it on the 
third Sunday of June, originally 
June 19, following the U.S. civic 
celebration, which was begun by 
Sonora Smart Dodd in Spokane, 
Washington, in 1910.

Sonora, as well as the civil au-
thorities that institutionalized this 
holiday decades later, acknowl-
edged the need for honoring all 
good fathers, whose sacrifices 
often go unnoticed, with a special 
day in the same manner in which 
we honor mothers on Mother’s 
Day.

We really owe them this cel-
ebration of gratitude and remem-
brance. But I think society and the 
Church owe them more than that. 
The father figure is fundamental 
for the family, and happy and 
committed fathers make a world 
of difference.

Fatherhood, however, is a 
responsibility which many men 
enter unprepared or without much 
thought, and many times with 
the feeling that fatherhood “just 
happened” to them. As the father 
of a friend used to say, “I learned 

Dad’s day is everyday
all kinds of things in school, but 
they never taught me how to be 
a father.”

Most parents I know have 
done the learning on the go, and 
I must say they have done fine. 
However, as with every vocation, 
a process of learning and discern-
ment is needed, along with good 
advice and some mentoring.

This learning begins at home, 
with the experience we have of 
our own father, his presence or 
his absence, his involvement and 
the attitudes he shows toward 
the challenges the family has to 
confront.

Ideally, reflecting on father-
hood (and motherhood) would be 
part of every good marriage-prep 
program. Schools and religious 
education programs, youth and 
campus ministries also must find 
ways to include this topic in their 
curriculum.

Most Latinos still assume that 
marriage and family-- and thus fa-
therhood/motherhood-- go hand in 
hand. If you don’t believe me, ask 
the Census Bureau. Hispanic mar-
riages also tend to stay together at 
a higher rate than other groups. 
However, there is also a high rate 
of out-of-wedlock births and many 
children being raised by a single 
parent, most often the mother.

We need to help men see 
the gift and responsibilities that 
fatherhood brings and its gratifi-
cations to encourage them to feel 
enthused about the prospect of 
entering such commitment.

Often men, especially young 
men, are thirsty for whatever can 
affirm them in their masculine 
identity and steer them away from 

negative forms of fatherhood 
and “machismo” they may have 
experienced or been raised with. 
They want honest advice to help 
them understand what is, or will 
be, expected of them as fathers, 
especially in a world where roles 
have shifted and the line of tradi-
tional responsibilities for fathers 
and mothers has become blurry. 
The most effective initiatives I’ve 
seen are those that mix theory 
with a healthy dose of dialogue 
and experience sharing from men 
to men, and from women to men 
and vice versa.

At home, a little affirmation 
and appreciation on a regular 
basis also go a long way (Right 
honey? By the way, here is your 
honey-do list…).

Congratulations to all those 
men who every day give the best 
of themselves to their families; 
to the fathers who in spite of dif-
ficulties and shortcomings stay 
put and don’t give up; and to those 
who decide to jump in, even if the 
party did not start with them.

You are today’s society silent 
heroes. You are Joseph for today’s 
holy families.                      

Shuttin’ 
the Gate

Editorial by Cynthia Brewer, editor

During a business lunch with 
our printer, Adgraphics, and Cor-
pus Christi’s South Texas Catholic 
newspaper staff, we began telling 
funny stories about ourselves.  I 
told them about how my husband 
always teases me whenever I try 
to save a situation.  It comes from 
revealing a childhood story about 
myself to him, which of course, 
he now uses to tease me as often 
as he can. 

When I was 12 years old, our 
family went on a summer vaca-
tion.  We were in the southwest 
part of the United States and 
stayed at a campsite that had a 
little community arena with calf 
roping/rodeo practice going on, 
and we kids went to watch. All of 
a sudden the big cowboys began 
shouting, “Shut the Gate! Some-
one shut the gate!”  The arena gate 
somehow got open and the calves 
were about to get out.  I figured 
I was close, so I ran up and shut 
the gate.  No thank you from the 
cowboys; they were busy, but my 
brothers teased me and told Mom 
and Dad that I had “saved the 
day” by shutting the gate.

That was 35 years ago, 
and still my family, and now 
my husband, tease me when-
ever I try to fix a situation. 
When I told this story to my co-

workers, the editor of the South 
Texas Catholic, Paula Beaton, 
said that “Shuttin’ the Gate” 
would make a cute title for an 
editorial column, so I took her up 

on it.  So now, whenever I need 
to “Shut the Gate,” I’ll be writ-
ing an editorial for The Catholic 
Lighthouse.
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En la t radición 
católica los padres de 
familia siempre han 
sido honrados en la 
fiesta de San José, 
esposo de María. En 
España, así como en 

Italia, Portugal, Bolivia y Honduras to-
davía se celebra el Día del Padre el 19 de 
marzo, uniendo de esta manera la tradición 
religiosa a la cívica. Sin embargo, en la 
mayoría de países Latinoamericanos este 
día se celebra el tercer domingo de junio, 
originalmente el 19 de junio, siguiendo 
la tradición norteamericana iniciada por 
Sonora Smart Dodd en Spokane, Wash-
ington, en 1910.

Sonora, así como las autoridades 
civiles que institucionalizaron esta cel-
ebración décadas después, reconocieron 
necesidad de honrar a todos los buenos 
padres de familia, cuyos sacrificios pasan 
a menudo desapercibidos, con un día espe-
cial en la misma manera en que honramos 
a nuestras mamás en el Día de la Madre.

Realmente les debemos esta cel-
ebración de agradecimiento y recuerdo. 
Pero creo que la sociedad y la Iglesia 
les debe algo más. La figura del padre es 
fundamental en la familia, y los padres 
felices y comprometidos hacen una gran 
diferencia. 

La paternidad, sin embargo, es una 
responsabilidad a la que muchos hombres 
se lanzan sin prepararse o pensar, muchas 
veces con la sensación de que simplemente 
les “ha sucedido”. Como decía el padre 
de un amigo mío, “a mí me enseñaron de 
todo en la escuela, pero a ser padre no me 
enseñaron”. 

La mayoría de los padres que conozco 
han hecho el aprendizaje sobre la marcha, 
y debo decir que lo hacen bien. Sin embar-
go, como con toda vocación, hace falta un 
proceso de aprendizaje y discernimiento 
así como buenos consejos y un poco de 
acompañamiento.

Este aprendizaje comienza en casa 
con la experiencia que se tiene del propio 
padre, de su presencia o de su ausencia, 
de su implicación y actitud ante los retos 
que ha de enfrentar la familia.   

Idealmente, la reflexión sobre la pa-
ternidad (y maternidad) debería ser parte 
de todo curso de preparación matrimonial 
que se precie. Los programas escolares 
y de educación religiosa, los de pastoral 
juvenil y universitaria también deben 
buscar formas de incluir este tema en sus 
programas de formación.

La gran mayoría de los latinos todavía 
asume que matrimonio y familia—y por 
tanto la paternidad/maternidad— van 
inseparablemente unidos. Si no me creen 
pregúntenle a la Oficina del Censo. Los 
matrimonios hispanos tienden también a 
permanecer juntos en mayor ratio que los 
de otros grupos. Sin embargo, también 
existen porcentajes elevados de nacimien-
tos fuera del matrimonio y de niños que 
están siendo criados por un solo miembro 
de la pareja, principalmente por madres 
solteras.

Necesitamos ayudar a los hombres a 
ver el don que es y las responsabilidades 

Por Mar 
Muñoz-Visoso

Un día muy padre
que trae la paternidad, pero también sus 
satisfacciones. Animarlos a que entren en 
ese compromiso de forma entusiasta. 

A menudo los hombres, especialmente 
los jóvenes, están sedientos de todo aquello 
que les afirme en su masculinidad y que 
los aleje de experiencias negativas de pa-
ternidad y de machismo que puedan haber 
experimentado o con las que crecieron. 
Buscan consejo honesto que les ayude 
a entender qué se espera de ellos como 
padres, o futuros padres, especialmente en 
un mundo donde los roles han cambiado 
y las responsabilidades tradicionales de 
padres y madres ya no están tan marcadas. 
Las iniciativas más eficaces de las que he 
sido testigo son aquellas que mezclan la 
teoría con una buena dosis de diálogo, de 
hombre a hombre y de mujeres a hombres 
y viceversa.

En casa, pequeñas muestras de afir-
mación y gratitud siempre llegan lejos 
(¿verdad cariño? Por cierto, aquí tienes la 
lista del mandado…)

Felicidades a todos los hombres que 
dan cada día lo mejor de sí mismos a sus 
familias; a los padres que a pesar de difi-
cultades y defectos no se rajan y continúan 
ahí al pie del cañón; y a todos aquellos que 
deciden entrarle al asunto, aun cuando la 
fiesta la comenzaron otros. 

Ustedes son los héroes silenciosos de la 
sociedad actual, el San José de las sagradas 
familias de hoy.

 Mar Muñoz-Visoso es subdirectora 
de prensa y medios de la Conferencia de 
Obispos Católicos de Estados Unidos

La Peregrinación 
a Tierra Santa   

Conoce aquéllos lugares santos que 
tanto representan nuestra Fe: La Basílica de 
la Natividad en Belén, la casa de la Sagrada 
Familia en Nazaret, Mar de Galilea, la 
ciudad de Jerusalén, Mar Muerto y mucho 
más. Completa guía de Israel en Español  
Salgamos el día Martes, 8 de septiembre 
hasta el día 17.  ¡No faltes! Precio es $2,350 
puedes reservar tu lugar con sólo $200 de 
anticipo.  Para mas informes llama al P. 
José Ángel Ortiz de la Diócesis de Corpus 
Christi (361) 643-4505 o iccgregory.org 
en el Internet. 

Por Sister Mary Ann Walsh, RSM: 
Director of Media Relations, USCCB

La saga mediática del padre Alberto 
Cutié, el sacerdote de Miami que ha ad-
mitido tener una relación sexual con una 
mujer, y el caso de John Edwards, cuya 
infidelidad está siendo expuesta por su 
esposa Elizabeth en su gira para promover 
su libro “Resilience” (Capacidad de resist-
encia), tienen algo en común.

Ambos casos cuentan la historia de una 
infidelidad. Pudiera parecer que las simili-
tudes terminan ahí. Pero no es así.

El libro de la señora Edwards pone 
énfasis en los efectos de una relación frac-
turada sobre el otro miembro de la pareja. 
Dice que esto a ella la ha cambiado. La 
simpatía del público se ha puesto general-
mente del lado de la esposa traicionada, 
quien está librando una batalla contra el 
cáncer y además perdió a un hijo adoles-
cente en un accidente de tráfico.

En la historia del padre Cutié, sin em-
bargo, la simpatía parece encontrarse del 
lado del hombre que “la ha traicionado” 
en lugar de aquel/los que han sido traicio-
nados – la gente en la iglesia.

En ninguno de ambos casos se trata 
solamente de una historia personal de 
estos dos hombres. Aun sin la notoriedad 
pública de ambos, las dos son historias 
tristes que nos afectan a todos; pues, 
parafraseando el poema “Ningún hombre 
es una isla” del poeta metafísico John 
Donne, “La infidelidad de los demás me 
empobrece”.

La mayoría de las mujeres se estremece 
por dentro cuando escuchan acerca de la 
infidelidad en el matrimonio de alguien a 
quien conocen. El temor es obvio: si le ha 
sucedido a ella, también me puede suceder 
a mí. Es un pensamiento que pone el alma 
intranquila y que hace que la mujer se 

Promesas rotas
pregunte si se puede confiar en alguien y 
si ella será la última en saberlo.

La situación del padre Cutié, sin em-
bargo, encuentra reacciones diferentes. El 
apuesto sacerdote con aura de estrella de 
Hollywood, quien se ha convertido en una 
industria unipersonal de publicaciones y 
consejos, se ha convertido, para mejor o 
peor, en la imagen de la última salva di-
rigida en contra de la Iglesia Católica.

Cutié declaró en el programa Early 
Show de la cadena CBS que “no quiero 
convertirme en el “sacerdote que está en 
contra del celibato”. Creo que eso es de-
safortunado. Creo que es un debate que se 
está dando en nuestra sociedad y creo que 
ahora yo me he convertido en una especie 
imagen, de abanderado de esta postura”.

Puede que el padre no quiera ser la 
imagen de esto, pero parece haber que-
brantado la primera regla para acallar 
los comentarios: permanezca lejos de los 
medios.

A los medios de comunicación les fas-
cinan las historias de sexo e hipocresía y, 
cuando ambos convergen en la historia de 
un sacerdote infiel, los medios no conocen 
fronteras. El celibato se convierte en un 
chiste, en lugar de algo que merece res-
peto; en algo imposible, a pesar de los mil-
lones —posiblemente más—de personas 
que han vivido célibes durante siglos.

Y sin embargo, a pesar de lo que cada 
uno piense sobre el celibato, el verdadero 
asunto aquí es la infidelidad, el haber que-
brantado un voto sagrado. Esta ruptura de 
la fidelidad tiene impacto más allá de la 
pareja a la que involucra.

La fidelidad quebrantada menoscaba 
no sólo a la pareja sino también a la co-
munidad en sentido amplio. John Edwards 
no hirió sólo a su esposa sino también a su 
familia, sus amigos y las personas que lo 
admiraban. Sembró una sombra de duda 
sobre su trabajo en favor de los pobres, 
aunque su esposa alabe abundantemente 
esos esfuerzos en su libro y en la promo-
ción mediática que lo acompaña.

El padre Cutié también ha hecho daño a 
otros, incluyendo a toda la gente de la par-
roquia que él guió tan bien. Parecen estar 
aguantando bien mientras tratan con los 
medios afuera de la iglesia. Sin embargo, 
uno se pregunta acerca de las parejas a 
las que él preparó para un compromiso 
de por vida en el matrimonio, los niños a 
los que enseñó a no decir nunca mentiras, 
los feligreses enfermos a los que les dio 
seguridad sobre su lugar en el cielo.

El efecto de la infidelidad es profundo. 
Elizabeth Edwards lo expresa bien en su 
libro cuando escribe: “Soy una persona 
diferente ahora. Antes no estaba herida, 
no tenía miedo, no sentía incertidumbre y 
ahora siempre los sentiré”.

Uno no puede más que desearles bien 
a los Edwards y al padre Cutié en vista 
de sus debilidades y de sus fallos. No hay 
nada aquí de lo que sus enemigos, en la 
política o en la iglesia, deban mofarse. 
Sólo algo que lamentar — el profundo do-
lor que John, Elizabeth y el Padre Alberto 
están experimentando en sus propias vidas 
y la sórdida y prolongada pena evocada en 
las comunidades a su alrededor.

Nadie es una isla. La fidelidad quebran-
tada nos duele a todos.

¡Feliz Día del Padre! 
21 de junio

Colecta Peter’s 
Pence Del 2009

28 de junio

Ayude a los más 
necesitados.

Apoye al Santo Padre 
en sus

obras de caridad 
mediante la

Colecta Peter’s Pence 
en su parroquia.

Foto: Karen Callaway
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cDa Districts 14 anD 28 represent 
state JcDa officers—State JCDA Officers 
are represented by East Bernard and El Campo 
youth.  Pictured left to right are the officers 
who attended the 46th Biannual State CDA 
State Convention in McAllen, Texas:  President 
Beth Krenek of East Bernard, CDA State Regent 
Sheila Martinka, of Houston, 2nd Vice Presi-
dent Ashley Stilley of Sealy, 1st Vice President 
Sarah Ornelas of Baytown, Laura Aguilar of El 
Campo, reporter, State Youth/JCDA Chairman 
Terri Beltran of El Campo and Rev. John Peters, 
State Chaplain of Hallettsville. 

Photos and feature story 
by Terrie Vacek  

“One Faith, One Body, One Lord of 
All” was the theme of the 46th Biennial 
Texas State Convention of the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas (CDA) held 
April 23-26, 2009, at the Convention 
Center in McAllen, Texas.

The State Board Luncheon served as 
the kick-off activity for the State Conven-
tion Thursday, April 23, providing an op-
portunity to say ‘thank you’ to those who 
have worked so hard over the past two 
years enabling CDA in Texas to excel.   

The 2009 Convention opened with 
Mass that evening at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of Our Lady of San Juan 
Del Valle with approximately 900 people 
in attendance. The main celebrant was 
the Most Rev. Raymundo J. Pena, bishop 
of Brownsville; concelebrants included 
Texas State Chaplain and National Clergy 
Consultant Rev. Donald Ruppert, East 
Bernard; Junior Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas (JCDA) State Chaplain Rev. 
John Peters, Hallettsville; and several 
priests. 

State Regent Bachmann called the 
convention to order Friday morning.  Rev. 
Ruppert led the opening prayer.  Rev. Edu-
ardo Montemayor, director of Evangeliza-
tion, Diocese of Corpus Christi, gave the 
keynote address.  His address, “Together 
We Are Strong,” emphasized the two-year 
theme of State Regent Bachmann, with 
four specific principles derived from the 
order’s motto of Unity and Charity.  In 
closing, Rev. Montemayor reminded 
each CDA member that she is “strong, 
holy, a princess, and a gift of God for one 
another.” 

Rev. Ruppert was the celebrant for 
the Memorial Mass in memory of 2007-
2009 deceased CDA members. Presiding 
over the Past Regents 
Club (PRC) of Texas 
“Women of the Bible” 
Friday luncheon and 
meeting was Lillian 
Hansen, El Campo, 
2007-2009 PRC Presi-
dent.  The 2009-2011 
PRC officers election 
results are: Cathy Bitt-
ner, Rosenberg, presi-
dent; Christine Moore, 
Columbus, first vice 
president;  Beatriz 
Gonzalez, Victoria, 
second vice presi-
dent; Darcie Miksch, 
Columbus, secretary; 
Patricia Carr, Richard-
son, treasurer. 

R e v.  R u p p e r t 
served as speaker and 
master of ceremo-
nies for the Clergy/
Men’s Luncheon on 
Friday.  State Regent 
Bachmann made the 
remarks and Rev. Peters offered the 
benediction. 

Friday evening’s “Fiesta Mexicana” 
Fun Night began with the 40-year tradition 
Border Buttermilk reception hosted by 
the McAllen Chamber. Delegates, clergy 

and guests dressed for the occasion with 
a variety of clothing from south of the 
border.  

An opportunity to ‘Meet the Candi-
dates’ was held in the Palm Lobby for 
those running for the 2011 nominating 
committee and state office for the 2009-
2011 term.  Elected as the 2009-2011 state 
officers are Sheila Martinka, state regent, 
Houston; Carolyn Malik, first vice state 
regent, Shiner; Peggy Rosales, second 
vice state regent, Austin; Eve Trevino, 
state secretary, Corpus Christi; Minnie 
Rodgers, state treasurer, Mission.  The 
Passing of the Robe Ceremony followed 
the announcement. Rev. Ruppert was ap-
pointed for a second term as the Texas state 
chaplain for 2009-2011. 

Celebrant and homilist for the Junior 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
(JCDA) Celebration of the Eucharist was 
Rev. Peters, state JCDA chaplain for 25 
years.  Rev. Peters also celebrated the 35th 
anniversary of his ordination in McAllen 
with 1,000 CDA sisters! 

State Regent Bachmann presented 
many of the highlights of her term in the 
Regents Report including the addition of 
two new districts that were created with 
district deputies assigned geographically 
facilitating multi-district meetings and the 
addition of ten new CDA courts and six 
new JCDA courts.  Texas is growing! By 
the donations of Texas CDA local courts 
and participation in the Memorial Schol-
arship Fund, Texas CDA has given over 
$207,000 to charities and scholarships.  

A presentation 
on the following 
state projects was 
given on Missions 
of Mercy, Texas 
Habitat for Hu-
manity, Mexico 
Habitat  Build, 

Juarez Mission School, and Texas Disaster 
Relief.  State Chaplain Rev. Ruppert gave 
a workshop presentation on spirituality to 
all members Saturday afternoon stating 
that spiritual growth is a life-long pro-
cess of becoming more like Jesus Christ. 

“Texas CDA is thriving because of your 
faithfulness and enthusiasm—and Texas 
CDA works because of your hard work”, 
said Regent Bachmann.

State Chaplain Reverend Ruppert 
gave the invocation at the Saturday night 
Formal Banquet “Together 
We Celebrate.” Sheila Mar-
tinka served as mistress of 
ceremonies and National 
Regent Libby Ramirez 
shared remarks and greet-
ings from the national 
board. 

Sunday morning, 50 
participated in the first 
Walk/Run Event, which 
raised over $3,500 for Tex-

as Missions of Mercy (MOM) 
Projects.

The final registration indicate 
1,032 paid registrations with 55 
registered guests/priests/spouses 
totaling 1,087 in attendance. 

The 2011 State Convention 
will be in Houston, and San An-
tonio presented a bid for the 2013 
Convention.  

There are currently 15,800 
members in 230 Texas CDA  
Courts, 56 Junior CDA Courts 
(age 6 to 18) with 801 members 
and six College Campus Courts 
in Texas.  To learn more about the 
Catholic Daughters of the Ameri-

Eighteen members from CDA District 14, consisting of Edna, 
Ganado, Hillje/Louise and El Campo attended. Attending from 
El Campo Court St. Robert Bellarmine #2275 were District 
Deputy Terri Beltran, Mary Ortiz, Pauline Saucedo, Mercy 
Arismendez, Elsa Aguilar and Carmen Kocurek; from El 
Campo Court Our Lady Queen of Peace #1374 - Renee Beery, 
Rita Vackar, Lillian Hansen, Catherine Drapela, Lorraine 
Cranek, Clarine Gold and Martha Marek; from Edna Court 
St. Therese The Little Flower #1350 were Elsie Meyers, Alice 
Figerova and Ramona Nava; from Hillje/Louise Court Our 
Lady of Divine Clemency were Viola and Jennifer Kunetka. 
Some of the members served as delegates, hosted workshops 
and served on different committees. 

cas, please visit the National Web site at 
www.catholicdaughters.org or Texas at 
www.texascda.org.

For the full story please go to Extra, 
Extra, Extra at www.victoriadiocese.org/
lighthouse/lighthouse.htm.

 

Newly installed 2009-2011 Texas State CDA officers pictured with National Director 
Duchess Collins (left) of  Sugar Land and National Regent Libby Ramirez (right) 
of Victoria; State Secretary Eve Trevino, Corpus Christi; First Vice State Regent 
Carolyn Malik, Shiner; State Regent Sheila Martinka, Houston; Second Vice State 
Regent Peggy Rosales, Austin; and State Treasurer Minnie Rodgers, Mission.

Texas CDA held 46th Biennial convention

Delegates from Court St. Ann in Vic-
toria (standing, l-r) JoAnn Shaffer, 
Kathy Ormsby, Sandra Genoway, 
Grace Gallardo, Geraldine Jurica, 
Sara Ratcliff, Diane Beatty and 
Margaret Kutchka; (seated, l-r) Joan 
Conaway, Dorothy Boehm, LaVerne 
Klesel, treasurer; JoAnn Bleier, first 
vice regent; Grace Brown, regent; 
and Faye melnar, district deputy.

Members of Saint Bernadette Court #1108, 
District 28, that attended the Texas CDA 
Convention include (front row): Helen 
Pesek; #1108 Regent Henriette Jalowy; 
Terrie Vacek, state scrapbook and public 
relations chairman; second row: Carolyn 
Minks, Patricia Michulka, #1108 trea-
surer; Debbie Guthman, #1108 financial 
secretary; and Joey Pitman.
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Knights of Columbus #9088
presents:

Readin’ — ’Ritin’ — Reelin’
7th Annual 3 R’s Fishing Tournament

proceeds to go to nazareth academy, Victoria, texas

August 7-8, 2008 — Port O’Connor
Fishermen and non-fishermen alike are invited for great fellowship and fun! 

For more information contact:  
Bryan Ellis (361) 578-0877 or Dennis Lockstedt (361) 573-9505

Join by either entering a team in the 
tournament, becoming a sponsor,

or donating items for the auction, raffle, or 
door prizes.

By John Thavis 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- In a season 
of tension between the U.S. Catholic hi-
erarchy and President Barack Obama, the 
Vatican newspaper has offered some unex-
pectedly upbeat reviews of the president’s 
first four months in office. With Pope 
Benedict XVI expected to meet Obama in 
early July, it’s worth a closer look at what 
L’Osservatore Romano has had to say, and 
what it finds so promising about the new 
U.S. administration. 

The newspaper enjoys a degree of 
editorial independence, especially under 
its new editor, Giovanni Maria Vian, so its 
opinions cannot be read as formal Vatican 
policy statements. But it describes itself as 
“at the service of the thinking of the pope” 
and in practice works closely with the 
Vatican Secretariat of State. If its myriad 
front-page articles on Obama were going 
in the wrong direction, one can be sure 
that the editors would feel a swift tug on 
the reins. 

“I t  should be understood that 
L’Osservatore shares the same position as 
the American bishops who consider abor-
tion a disaster. It is always a necessary and 
decisive task, in fact, to promote a culture 
of life at every level,” Vian said.

In fact, the day it reported on the Notre 
Dame speech, L’Osservatore also carried a 
news story on the U.S. bishops’ campaign 
against the Obama administration’s policy 
on federal funding of embryonic stem-cell 
research. And on May 22, the newspaper 
ran a short article quoting two U.S. bishops 
who had criticized Notre Dame’s decision 
to honor Obama.

What’s striking about L’Osservatore’s 
coverage of Obama has been its attention 
to the wider range of issues, especially in 
foreign policy. The newspaper has found 
much to its liking:

– The Israeli-Palestinian situation. 
Three days after Pope Benedict left Israel 
with a strong call for a two-state solution 
based on mutual security, Obama met with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu with virtually the same message. The 
Vatican newspaper said the president’s 
position was in “full harmony” with that 
of the pope, reflecting the Vatican’s strong 
hope that Obama will get serious about 
pressing Israel on a settlement.

– Middle East outreach. The Vatican 

Good reviews: Vatican newspaper 
sees Obama’s start in positive light

newspaper has said Obama’s upcoming 
speech in Egypt in June represents a “new 
step by the U.S. administration toward an 
open dialogue with the Arab world.” It 
has reported favorably on the Obama ad-
ministration’s opening of direct talks with 
Iran and Syria, and its efforts to encourage 
greater Syrian involvement in a regional 
peace settlement.

– Disarmament. A recent L’Osservatore 
story headlined “Concrete hopes for dis-
armament” took Obama at his word when 
he spoke of the need to rid the planet of 
nuclear arsenals. This is a sleeper issue, 
one that makes few headlines in the United 
States but which is frequently on the 
minds of Vatican officials, including the 
pope. Obama’s steps toward direct talks 
with Russia on strategic weapons and his 
call for strengthening the nonproliferation 
treaty have convinced the Vatican that he 
is serious.

– The Americas. The newspaper has 
commented favorably on Obama’s over-
tures to several leftist Latin American 
states, most specifically his lifting of 
restrictions on Cuba.

– Multilateralism and human rights. 
L’Osservatore has applauded Obama’s 
“turn toward multilateralism” in the inter-
national arena, especially when it comes 
to international organizations shunned by 
previous U.S. administrations. When the 
administration announced, for example, 
that the United States would seek a place 
on the United Nations Human Rights 
Council, it sent a positive signal of change, 
the newspaper said. A proposal to close the 
U.S. detention center in Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, was described as another human 
rights step in the right direction.

– Diplomacy. The newspaper has said 
Obama is pursuing a foreign policy based 
on “fewer bullets and more diplomacy,” 
thus reducing the risk of war and bringing 
the United States into closer alignment 
with European thinking. It has also cred-
ited him with political savvy in identifying 
Iran and Pakistan as key states vital for the 
future of world peace.

– The economy. L’Osservatore has 
reported in depth on Obama’s economic 
moves, including his “war on superbo-
nuses” and actions to eliminate “fiscal 
paradises” for multinational companies. 
Without endorsing his approach, it has de-

See Good reviews, p. 19

Five Tamil priests remain 
detained in Sri Lankan 

refugee camps 
JAFFNA, Sri Lanka (CNS)  — Five 

Tamil Catholic priests who had been 
trapped in Sri Lanka’s northern war zone 
remain detained in refugee camps in 
Vavuniya, said Bishop Thomas Savun-
daranayagam of Jaffna.  “They were res-
cued by the military from the war zone,” 
Bishop Savundaranayagam told the Asian 
church news agency UCA News June 1. 
“They worked for the people. They should 
be sent to Jaffna.” The Jaffna Diocese bore 
the brunt of the heaviest fighting and the 
church there has suffered “heavy loss,” said 
Father Genolton Vijintus Rajanayagam, the 
bishop’s secretary. Reports reaching the 
diocese say 16 parishes were abandoned 
during the fighting, and hundreds of church 
workers were killed or wounded. Convents 
and charity centers for children and the el-
derly also were reported damaged. The Sri 
Lankan government claimed victory May 
19 in the 25-year civil war with separatist 
Tamil rebels following three months of bit-
ter fighting that saw thousands of civilians 
trapped in the war zone. About 300,000 ci-
vilians who fled the war are now housed in 

refugee camps in Jaffna, Mannar, Vavuniya 
and Trincomalee.

Bishop Lori: Connecticut 
officials trying to limit 

church’s freedoms
BRIDGEPORT, Conn. (CNS) -- Saying 

its First Amendment rights are being vio-
lated, the Diocese of Bridgeport is seeking a 
court order to stop state officials from what 
it calls “an unconstitutional application of 
state lobbying laws” to church activities. 
Diocesan lawyers filed a lawsuit in U.S. 
District Court in Hartford May 29 asking 
that a decision by the Connecticut Office 
of State Ethics determining the Bridgeport 
Diocese was subject to laws governing 
lobbying organizations be overturned. The 
decision stems from the diocese’s involve-
ment in organizing a March 11 rally at the 
Connecticut Capitol in Hartford to oppose 
a bill that would have given lay people fi-
nancial control of their parishes. The church 
maintained that such a law would have been 
contrary to canon law. “The lobbying law 
of Connecticut is being used to limit free 
speech, to limit assembly, to limit freedom 
of religion,” Bishop William E. Lori said 
in announcing the lawsuit in a video posted 
on the diocesan Web site. 

catholic church BomBing in nepal—Relatives and friends of bomb 
blast victims grieve during a funeral service inside the Catholic Church of the As-
sumption in Katmandu, Nepal, May 26.  The blast, occurring May 23, killed two 
and is suspected of bring placed by members of a Hindu extremist group. (CNS 
photo/Gopal Chitrakar, Reuters)
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Kenneth J. 
French, Sr.

1501 E Mockingbird, 
Ste 102

Victoria, TX 77901
PH 361/576-0178

$79 FULL PT MATTRESS New in plastic w/ war-
ranty 361-237-4306; $699 8’ POOL TABLE 
solid wood with felt, Call 361-582-4648; $399 
Durasuede microfiber sofa/love. New, stain 
resistant w/warranty, Call 361-237-4305; 5 
piece bedroom set $319 New in crates, w/
warranty, Call 361-237-4298; $99 QUEEN PT 
MATTRESS. new in plastic, w/warranty. Can del. 
361-237-4296; THICK EURO TOP mattress 
$243–Q, $399-K, $219-F. New, in plastic w/war-
ranty 361-582-4648; $199 king PT mattress. 
new in plastic w/warranty, Call 361-237-4297; 
$699 Leather Sofa/Loveseat. New w/warranty, 
Call 361-582-4648; $795 all wood bedroom 
set with PT Mattress set – 7 pc. All new, in 
crate w/warranty, 361-582-4648; $749. Sim-
mons Sectional, new in plastic w/warranty, Call 
361-582-4648. 

Furniture Warehouse Direct

By John Thavis 
Catholic News Service 

JERUSALEM (CNS) -- Pope Benedict 
XVI’s eight-day visit to the Holy Land was 
a biblical pilgrimage, an interfaith mission 
and a political balancing act all rolled into 
one. It was also a gamble. In a region hard-
ened by decades of conflict and simmering 
social and religious tensions, there was no 
guarantee of success.

The long-range verdict is yet to come 
on this “pilgrimage of peace,” but the pope 
certainly delivered a clear and challenging 
message to his diverse audiences in Jordan, 
Israel and the Palestinian territories May 
8-15. That alone was an achievement.

The common theme that tied his events 
together was that God acts in human events, 
and that believers have a duty to make 
religion an effective force for good in a 
region suffering from war, mistrust and 
misunderstanding.

To Christians, the pope focused on the 
hope brought by the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. On his final day in Jerusa-
lem, he summed up his message, saying that 
the empty tomb “assures us that God can 
make all things new,” that peace is really 
possible and that long-standing hostilities 
can be overcome.

That was the point of the pope’s pil-
grimage to places like the Jordan River, the 
Grotto of the Annunciation and Golgotha. 
He was not just engaging in religious tour-
ism, but trying to strengthen the confidence 
of the struggling Christian community in 
the Holy Land and the faith of other Chris-
tians who watched and listened from afar.

On an interreligious level, the pope’s 
pilgrimage seemed to have two distinct 
phases. In Jordan, a predominantly Mus-
lim country that has protected the rights 
of Christians, the pope lauded efforts to 
build an “alliance of civilizations” and 
curb extremism. His stop at a mosque in 
Amman was historic ... he’s now the first 
pope to have visited two Muslim places 
of worship.

His approach was to build bridges by af-
firming the moderate voices in Islam. When 
he spoke, for example, of the “fundamental 
contradiction of resorting to violence or 
exclusion in the name of God,” he cited 
Muslim messages from recent years.

For most people, of course, papal visits 
work on a less intellectual level. The pope 

In Holy Land, pilgrim pope delivers religious, political challenges
may have won the most friends in Jordan 
simply by wearing on his shoulders a 
Jordanian kaffiyeh or “shmagh,” a red-and-
white-checked head scarf that for many 
people has political overtones.

When the pope landed in Israel May 
11, the interreligious dimension of his trip 
suddenly got complicated. He began by 
honoring the memory of the 6 million Jews 
killed in the Holocaust and denouncing 
anti-Semitism. The same day he paid a visit 
to the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial, 
where he met with six Holocaust survivors 
and spoke movingly of the tragedy of the 
victims.

All this was designed to re-establish 
Pope Benedict as a friend of Judaism and 
the Jews. But the reviews were mixed, 
mainly because the pope, a native of Ger-
many who lived under the Nazi regime, 
did not speak at the memorial about the 
perpetrators of the Holocaust. 

Vatican officials pointed out that the 
pope has spoken on several previous occa-
sions about the Nazi crimes against human-
ity. Also a group of prominent U.S. rabbis 
involved in interfaith relations praised Pope 
Benedict XVI May 12 for his remarks at the 
Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial.

The pope’s interreligious dialogue en-
counter the same evening was unfortunately 
derailed by a Muslim sheik’s denunciation 
of Israeli policies, which prompted Jewish 
representatives to walk out. And with that, 
the pope was knee-deep in the politics of 
the region.

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict touches 
every aspect of life in the Holy Land, so it 
should have been no surprise that the pope 
got an earful wherever he went. Especially 

fended him against accusations of leading 
the United States down the path of social-
ism, saying that the president’s actions so 
far have been fairly cautious.

– The environment. The newspaper 
gave favorable coverage of Obama’s 
recent conference on the environment in 
Washington and his efforts to arrive at a 
major international meeting in Copen-
hagen, Denmark, next December with a 
global agreement on climate change.

Up to now, the newspaper seems to 
agree with the idea that Obama represents 
a breath of fresh air on many issues, and 
should be creatively engaged -- an opinion 
that’s widely shared inside the Vatican.

in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, on 
his one full day in Palestinian territory, 
speaker after speaker — including church 
leaders — denounced the Israeli occupa-
tion, the travel and economic restrictions, 
the destruction of homes and the political 
detainees.

The pope walked a finer line. On one 
hand he sympathized with Palestinians and 
strongly defended their right to an 
independent state; on the other 
hand, he spoke of “turmoil” rather 
than “occupation” and appealed 
to Palestinian youths to overcome 
bitterness and reject terrorism -- 
words that Israeli officials were 
no doubt happy to hear.

He denounced the 26-foot-
high Israeli security wall that 
cuts through the West Bank like 
a concrete scar, calling it one of 
the “saddest sights” of his visit 
and a tragic symbol of Israeli-
Palestinian relations. But even 
here, he was careful to avoid 
blame, referring to “the hostilities 
that have caused this wall to be 
built” rather than the “oppres-
sion” that his Palestinian hosts 
loudly condemned. The pope’s 
method was the moral prodding 
of a pilgrim. When he met with Is-
raeli President Shimon Peres, for 
example, he explored the Hebrew 
scriptural meaning of “security” 
as not just the lack of threat but 
the building of trust.

The pope did more than preach 
in the Holy Land. He also did a 
lot of listening, his aides said. For 

every papal speech, there were three or four 
speeches from his hosts.

Of the visit’s many remarkable mo-
ments, one stood out: At an interfaith 
encounter in Nazareth, the pope and other 
Christian, Muslim, Jewish and Druze lead-
ers held hands in prayer as a psalm of peace 
was sung —  a small but significant achieve-
ment on his pilgrim’s path.

Continued from p. 18

Good reviews: Vatican 
newspaper sees 

Pope Benedict XVI wears a shmagh, a Jordanian 
head scarf, which was given to him at the Regina 
Pacis center in Amman, Jordan, May 8. Looking on 
is Msgr. Guido Marini, the pope’s master of liturgi-
cal ceremonies. The center was the first stop on the 
pope’s weeklong pastoral visit to the Holy Land. (CNS 
photo/L’Osservatore Romano, CPP) 

Engage Obama or fight him? 
Law professors discuss his 

abortion stance
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- While agree-

ing that abortion is unacceptable, two 
pro-life professors disagreed on whether it 
is appropriate to engage President Barack 
Obama on the issue of abortion or to insist 
that it be outlawed in order to protect the 
dignity of the unborn. In a discussion May 
28 at the National Press Club, Douglas 
Kmiec, professor of law at Pepperdine 
University and an Obama supporter, said 
the new administration’s promise to fund 
abortion alternatives and its proposals for 
new social and economic policies would 
sooner reach the goal of fewer abortions. 
Joining with the Obama White House to 
address the common good would be the 
more prudent step for Catholics, Kmiec 
said. However, Robert George, professor 
of jurisprudence at Princeton University, 
even while acknowledging that he and 
Kmiec hold the same views on life issues, 
challenged the Pepperdine professor saying 
that if Obama truly wants to seek common 
ground, he would support several key poli-
cies that would discourage abortion. George 
said proposals to ban partial-birth and sex-
selection abortion, end abortions during 
the second and third trimesters and enact 
waiting periods, informed consent laws and 
parental consent laws all have been rejected 
by Obama administration officials.

Priest’s decision to be 
an Episcopalian said to harm 

church relations
MIAMI (CNS) -- Archbishop John C. 

Favalora of Miami expressed disappoint-
ment May 28 at both Father Alberto Cutie’s 
decision to join the Episcopal Church and 
the public way he was received into his new 
church. “This truly is a serious setback for 
ecumenical relations and cooperation” be-
tween the Catholic Archdiocese of Miami 
and the Episcopal Diocese of Southeast 
Florida, the archbishop said in a statement 
that also warned Catholics not to request 
the sacraments from Father Cutie nor attend 

Masses celebrated by him. Father Cutie, 
who was suspended from his parish and 
Catholic radio posts after photos of him 
with a woman were released by a tabloid 
magazine, joined the Episcopal Church 
May 28 at a ceremony at Miami’s Trin-
ity Cathedral. The woman, identified as 
Ruhama Buni Canellis, 35, also became 
an Episcopalian in the same ceremony. A 
statement from the Episcopal Diocese of 
Southeast Florida said he would pursue 
becoming a priest in that church but it was 
not clear how long the process would take. 
Archbishop Favalora said neither Father 
Cutie nor Episcopal Bishop Leo Frade of 
Southeast Florida had told him that the 
priest was considering joining the Episco-
pal Church. 
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happy
4th
of 

July

By Maria Huemmer, Public Relations 
and Outreach Coordinator, Texas 
Catholic Conference

Mother’s day and father’s day provide 
us with an opportunity to think about the 
importance of our family, both for us 
as individuals and also on society. The 
Catechism teaches that “in our own time, 
in a world often alien and even hostile to 
faith, believing families are of primary 
importance as centers of living, radiant 
faith.” Indeed our Church teaches that 
the family is “the original cell of social 
life….Family life is an initiation into life 
in society.” 

If we work to strengthen the family, we 
strengthen society. This legislative session 
the Texas Catholic Conference is support-
ing several family-friendly bills that do 
many things such as outreach campaigns 
to increase a fathers’ involvement with 
their children before birth, help pregnant 
moms in college, promote adoption over 
abortion, fund school breakfast programs 
and children’s health insurance, and 
strengthen Pre-K programs. 

However, there are several bills that 

Capital Comments: 

Honor thy Mother and Father: Tools and Threats 
to the Family in the Texas Legislature

hurt the confidence and trust of the fam-
ily. They would allow minors access to 
contraception, advocate for domestic 
partnerships and contracts with surrogates 
to bear children, and divide immigration 
families. 

Family life should not have to be 
considered a luxury. Together, we can act 
as faithful citizens to promote the family 
by supporting health care, educational 
opportunity, family unity, and the basic 
right to life.  Let us pray for strength for 
all families that they may receive God’s 
blessings as the domestic Church and 
mimic the love that we find between the 
Holy Family.

By Cynthia Brewer

SAN ANTONIO—“You can’t have 
anger and peace,” was the essential point 
of the Holy Land Conference held at the 
Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio 
May 1-2, 2009.

The conference, sponsored by the 
Pilgrim Center of Hope, Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS) and the Oblate School of 
Theology, hosted the Archbishop of the 
Melkite Greek Catholic Church in Galilee, 
Abuna (Father) Elias Chacour.  He is the 
author of “Blood Brothers,” the story of 
how his family became refugees at the 
creation of the state of Israel in 1948.

The conference began with a talk by 
Archbishop Chacour Friday evening at the 
Assumption Chapel on the Oblate School 
of Theology (OST) grounds, where he 
implored those working for peace in the 
Holy Land to not bring anger to the situa-
tion.  If you’re not going to be part of the 
solution, don’t come (to the Holy Land), 
he said.  They have enough angry and 
unhappy people there. 

At the Saturday morning opening, 
Rev. Ron Rolheiser, president of OST, 
welcomed the attendees to the conference.  
The day was arranged into four sessions 
beginning with Joe Donnelly, the perma-
nent delegate to the United Nations for 
Caritas Internationalis, who spoke about 
the “Complexity of the Issues” of the Holy 
Land.   “Don’t be a “Wisenheimer” – a 
know it all – there’s more to learn about 
the issues,” he cautioned. He also said that 

Elias Chacour, Archbishop of the Melkite 
Greek Catholic Church of Galilee, calls 
participants of the Holy Land Conference 
at the Oblate School of Theology in San 
Antonio May 1-2, 2009, to be legitimate 
peacemakers.

A Primer in Peace
there is a very strong need for a vocabulary 
of peace.

Following his presentation and ques-
tions and answers, a panel consisting of 
Father Juan Molina of CRS, Patty Parma 
of the Holy Land Christian Ecumenical 
Foundation, and Deacon Tom and Mary 
Jane Fox of the Pilgrim Center of Hope 
presented their stories and reflected on 
how their personal Holy Land experi-
ences transformed them and the work 
that they do. 

“The whole body of Christ is the total 
of all the churches in the world,” Mary 
Jane stated and then asked, “What (where) 
is the heart of the church?  It’s Jerusalem, 
and it’s bleeding.”  She told participants 
that on her 35 pilgrimages of peace to the 
Holy Land, the Christian Arabs beg her to 
“Tell people we are here!”

Session III included an extraordinary 
panel of three women native to the Holy 
Land who come from three different faiths: 
Ms. Rachel Walsh, an Israeli-American 
Jew, born and raised in Israel and now 
teaching English, Judaism and Hebrew 
in several universities in Texas; Rolla Al-
laydi, a Muslim, originally from Al Mug-
hazi Camp in Gaza, now teaching Arabic 
at UIW, UTSA and St. Mary’s University; 
and Grace Ghattas, a Palestinian Christian 
originally from Bethlehem, now living in 
Torreon, Mexico.

Ms. Allaydi’s main request was for 
hope, “to keep hope in our hearts,” and 
Mrs. Ghattas stated, “Without peace and 
justice in the Holy Land, there will be no 
peace in the world.” At a Palestinian/Jew-
ish dialogue in San Antonio, Ms. Walsh 
said she experienced a transformation, “I 
connected to the pain of the other side – 
and it does not diminish my own pain – it 

added a whole new dimension (except for 
her immediate family, she lost most of her 
relatives to the Holocaust).  She strongly 
suggested that to legitimize the others’ 
pain, we must start working with joint 
organizations – we must come as equals 
to the table.

We’re “not to take the Palestinian side 
or Israeli side. If you choose a side against 
another, you are no longer an honest peace 
broker,” said Ms. Walsh.  “Choose the side 
of humanity, reconciliation and peace.”

Because there were many levels of 
anger and demands voiced from attend-
ees of the conference that “justice must 
be attained if peace is to be attained,” a 
Victorian conference participant, Kelly 
Clements, made the comment that “Peace 
comes from forgiveness, not just from 
justice.” 

The fourth session involved action 
planning, where participants joined either 
Advocacy, Pilgrimages or Parish solidarity 
breakout sessions.

Originally 88 high school students 
from the Laredo area were scheduled to 
attend the conference but had to change 

See A Primer in Peace, p. 21
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JOPLIN, MO—The following is the 
joint statement by Robert L. Fastiggi, 
Ph.D., a Catholic theologian and ethicist, 
and Bernard N. Nathanson, M.A., M.D., 
bioethicist and former abortionist, on 
behalf of the Pope John Paul II Bioethics 
Commission:  “The John Paul II Bioeth-
ics Commission unequivocally condemns 
the killing of the late-term abortionist Dr. 
George Tiller as an egregious, lawless and 
evil action.  

“Whoever is responsible for this act, 
no matter the reason, should be brought 
to justice.  Although it is yet to be seen 
why the perpetrator took these actions, 
there has been much speculation that it 
was to end Tiller’s enterprise as a late-term 
abortionist.  

“To that end, we wish to address this 
way of thinking:  The concept that murder-
ing an abortionist is acceptable because 
it can save the lives of innocent unborn 
children is the philosophy of utilitarianism 
and it is radically incompatible with a true 
understanding of Christianity.   Pope John 
Paul II condemned such moral reasoning 
in 1993’s Veritatis Splendor.  Such actions 
are intrinsically evil because they refuse 
to acknowledge the classical precept that 
one may never directly perform an evil 
action regardless of the good which may 
come from it.”

Dr. Fastiggi went on to say:  “Our 
commission recognizes that God wills the 

Bioethics Commission Unequivocally 
Condemns Killing of George Tiller

conversion in this life of the worst of sin-
ners - including late-term abortionists like 
George Tiller-not their destruction.  We 
witness the fruits of God’s merciful will 
on a regular basis through our work with 
Dr. Nathanson.  He is living testimony 
that such conversions do occur.  Prior to 
his conversion first to the pro-life move-
ment and then eventually to the Catholic 
Church, Dr. Nathanson was the co-founder 
of NARAL and director of what was then 
the largest abortion facility in the world.  
He is personally responsible for over 
60,000 abortions; however he has been a 
vital ally in the fight to protect the innocent 
unborn over the past 25 years because he 
was allowed the chance to change.  If we 
are truly to do God’s work here on Earth, 
we must never lose sight that it is His will 
we are to follow, not our own.”

The John Paul II Bioethics Commis-
sion exists to educate the public and seek 
to protect innocent human lives in accord 
with Catholic teaching and to work within 
our system of government to facilitate 
such conversions.

 

plans because of the Swine Flu threat; 
however, a large group made it.  The high-
light of their trip included a luncheon with 
Archbishop Chacour, which their teacher 
arranged for them.

The day finished with Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Oscar Cantu, auxiliary bishop 
of the Archdiocese of San Antonio and a 
Cultural Banquet featuring a talk by Arch-
bishop Elias Chacour.  In his talk, he gave 
us many insights into how to help rather 
than harm the situation.  

• He asked rhetorically, “Why did I 
speak out without fear (to Israeli leader-
ship)?  Because all I know is that ‘God 
is love.’”  

• “Suicide bombers commit three sins: 
the first is against self; second, against the 
other; and third against God. But we must 
ask why they (the suicide bombers) would 
do this?”  One of the reasons is that they’re 
constantly humiliated. 

• Don’t justify situations with the Bible 
in a selective way; read it contextually.

• Adopt the responsibility of what hap-
pened in the Holocaust.  Never forget the 
holocausts: Jewish, Armenia, Rwanda, 
Cambodia.

• Sympathize with the Jews as au-
tomatically as you sympathize for the 
Palestinians; for becoming one sided only 
reduces self as the enemy of the other.

Looking back over the whole confer-
ence, Dr. Lisa Heinrich-Null, a participant 
from Victoria, said, “You can take what the 
speakers talked about at the conference 
and apply it to any conflict in your life.”

A Primer in Peace
Continued from p. 20

Obama nominates New York Latina to Supreme Court

Supreme Court 
Nominee  So-
tomayor (CNS 
p h o t o / J a s o n 
Reed, Reuters)

WASHINGTON (CNS) — President 
Barack Obama has nominated federal ap-
peals court Judge Sonia Sotomayor to the 
Supreme Court; if she is confirmed, the 
New York native of Puerto Rican descent 
would become the first Hispanic to serve 
on the high court and would replace retir-
ing Justice David Souter when the next 
term opens in October.  Obama announced 
his choice of Sotomayor, 54, at a brief 
event at the White House May 26. At the 
White House announcement, Sotomayor 
described herself as “an ordinary person 
who has been blessed with extraordinary 
opportunities and experiences.” Sotomay-

or has been a judge on the 2nd U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals since 1998, nominated to 
that post by President Bill Clinton. Before 
that she spent six years as a U.S. District 
Court judge in New York, nominated to 
that position by President George H.W. 
Bush in 1991. According to a National 
Catholic Register report, “Steven Wald-
man at Beliefnet reports: ‘Another White 
House official elaborated slightly, ‘Judge 
Sotomayor was raised as a Catholic and 
attends church for family celebrations and 
other important events.’”  Her views about 
abortion are unknown at this time.
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The Pope
Speaks

Pope 
Benedict XVI

cns photo from reuters

A Farewell from St. Paul 
Year of St. Paul ~ 2008-2009 Jubilee

Do you seek the still, small voice of 
God? You are invited to a quiet retreat of 
prayer and reflection, to listen to the God 
who dwells in your heart. Learn about 
prayer as relationship, hear with the ear of 
your heart and find the God within through 
Lectio Divina (Praying the Scriptures). 

A  Day of Prayer and Reflection will 
be held at IWBS Convent (Amor Meus 
Spirituality Center), Saturday, June 20, 
from 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  The retreat 
is open to men and women. Come and 
enjoy God’s nature and experience peace 

A  Day of Prayer and Reflection ~
 IWBS Convent, June 20
“Listen, the Voice of Your God is Calling”

and quiet. 
Mass will be celebrated and Liturgical 

Prayer will begin and end our day. You 
may buy a box lunch for $5.00 or bring 
your own. Drinks will be provided. Reg-
ister by Monday, June 15 by calling Sister 
Alberta or Cris Uresti at 361-575-7111. 
Park in front of Incarnate Word Convent 
(1101 NE Water Street, Victoria, 77901) 
and follow the signs to Annunciation 
Library.

“Be still and know that I am God”  

Pope Benedict XVI’s June 2009 Intentions
general: That international attention towards the poorer countries may give 
rise to more concrete help, in particular to relieve them of the crushing burden 
of foreign debt.  
mission: That the particular Churches operating in regions marked by violence 
may be sustained by the love and concrete closeness of all the Catholics in the 
world.  

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Bene-
dict XVI said his visit to the Holy Land 
was a pilgrimage of faith and of peace, 
and an occasion to bear witness to the fact 
that even in desperate situations of tension 
believers trust in the power of God.

“In that land blessed by God, it some-
times seems impossible to break the spiral 
of violence, but nothing is impossible for 
God and for those who trust in him,” the 
pope said May 20 at his weekly general 
audience.

“For this reason, faith in the one God 
— just and merciful — is the most precious 
resource” of the Christians, Muslims and 
Jews living in Jordan, Israel and the Pales-
tinian territories, he said.

Reviewing his May 8-15 trip for the 
20,000 people gathered in St. Peter’s 
Square, the pope said that in his meetings 
with government leaders he tried to be a 
messenger of peace and to remind everyone 
that faith should help the region’s people 
unleash the power of respect, reconciliation 
and cooperation.

Pope Benedict praised the government 
of Jordan, a country with a Muslim major-
ity, for the respect it shows its Christian mi-
nority and for the way it upholds religious 
liberty for all.

God can bring peace to Middle East, 
pope says at audience

“How important it is for Christians 
and Muslims to coexist peacefully and 
with mutual respect. Thanks to God and 
to the commitment of the rulers of Jordan, 
this occurs. I pray that this would occur 
elsewhere as well, thinking especially of 
the Christians who are living in a difficult 
situation in nearby Iraq,” the pope said.

God’s plan for human beings is that they 
form one family and that is what Christ 
came to do, he said.

“With his sacrifice, Jesus battered the 
wall of hatred. All believers, therefore, must 
leave behind their prejudices and desires 
for domination, and practice together the 
basic commandment: to love God with 
all one’s being and love one another as 
oneself,” he said.

“It is this that Christians, Jews and 
Muslims are called to witness in order to 
honor with facts the God they pray to with 
their lips,” Pope Benedict said.

The pope spoke with sadness of his 
visit to Bethlehem, a town in the Palestin-
ian territories, separated from Israel with a 
26-foot-high security wall.

Bethlehem, “where the celestial song of 
peace for all men and women rang out, is 
a symbol of the distance that still separates 
us from the fulfillment of that proclama-
tion: precariousness, isolation, uncertainty, 
poverty. All of this has led many Christians 
to leave, but the church continues its journey 
supported by the strength of faith and wit-
nessing to love with concrete works of ser-
vice to our brothers and sisters,” he said.

The pope said his trip also was an occa-
sion to encourage the faith and work of the 
region’s Catholics and to meet with other 
Christian leaders to promote ecumenical 
cooperation.

“Despite the vicissitudes that have 
marked the holy places through the cen-
turies, despite the wars, destruction and 
unfortunately also conflicts among Chris-
tians, the church has continued its mission 
spurred on by the spirit of the risen Lord 
and is on a journey toward full unity so 
that the world will believe in the love of 
God and experience the joy of his peace,” 
the pope said.

“On my knees on Calvary and in the 
tomb of Jesus, I invoked the power of love 
that flows from the paschal mystery, the only 
force that can renew humanity,” he said.

He also said that in meeting the Catho-
lic bishops and the head of the Franciscan 
Custody of the Holy Land he reflected on 
the importance of church unity in order “to 
transform the world with the meek power 
of love. Certainly, in the Holy Land this 
call encounters particular difficulties, so 
with the heart of Christ, I repeated to my 
brother bishops the words of Christ, ‘Do 
not be afraid, little flock.’”

End of the Year of St. Paul Jubilee, June 
29, 2009

Titus 1:5-9; 2:1-3:11 (NAB)
For this reason I left you in 

Crete so that you might set right 
what remains to be done and 
appoint presbyters in every 
town, as I directed you, 6) 
on condition that a man be 
blameless, married only 
once, with believing chil-
dren who are not accused of 
licentiousness or rebellious.  7) 
For a bishop as God’s steward 
must be blameless, not arrogant, 
not irritable, not a drunkard, not aggressive, 
not greedy for sordid gain, 8) but hospi-
table, a lover of goodness, temperate, just, 
holy, and self-controlled, 9) holding fast to 
the true message as taught so that he will 
be able both to exhort with sound doctrine 
and to refute opponents.  ...

Chapter 2
1) As for yourself, you must say what 

is consistent with sound doctrine, namely, 
2) that older men should be temperate, 
dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, 
love, and endurance.  3) Similarly, older 
women should be reverent in their behavior, 
not slanderers, not addicted to drink, teach-
ing what is good, 4) so that they may train 
younger women to love their husbands and 
children, 5) to be self-controlled, chaste, 
good homemakers, under the control of 
their husbands, so that the word of God may 
not be discredited.  6) Urge the younger 
men, similarly, to control themselves, 7) 
showing yourself as a model of good deeds 
in every respect, with integrity in your 
teaching, dignity, 8) and sound speech that 
cannot be criticized, so that the opponent 
will be put to shame without anything bad 
to say about us.  9) Slaves are to be under 
the control of their masters in all respects, 
giving them satisfaction, not talking back to 
them10) or stealing from them, but exhibit-

ing complete good faith, so as to adorn the 
doctrine of God our savior in every way. 
11) For the grace of God has appeared, 

saving all 12) and training us to 
reject godless ways and worldly 
desires and to live temperately, 

justly, and devoutly in this 
age, 13) as we await the 
blessed hope, the appear-
ance of the glory of the 
great God and of our savior 
Jesus Christ, 14) who gave 
himself for us to deliver 

us from all lawlessness and 
to cleanse for himself a people 

as his own, eager to do what is 
good.  15) Say these things. Exhort and 
correct with all authority. Let no one look 
down on you. 

Chapter 3: 1) Remind them to be under 
the control of magistrates and authorities, 
to be obedient, to be open to every good 
enterprise.  2) They are to slander no one, 
to be peaceable, considerate, exercising 
all graciousness toward everyone.  3) For 
we ourselves were once foolish, disobedi-
ent, deluded, slaves to various desires and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful 
ourselves and hating one another.  4) But 
when the kindness and generous love of 
God our savior appeared, 5) not because 
of any righteous deeds we had done but 
because of his mercy, he saved us through 
the bath of rebirth and renewal by the holy 
Spirit,) 6 whom he richly poured out on 
us through Jesus Christ our savior, 7) so 
that we might be justified by his grace and 
become heirs in hope of eternal life.  8) 
This saying is trustworthy.  I want you to 
insist on these points, that those who have 
believed in God be careful to devote them-
selves to good works; these are excellent 
and beneficial to others.  9) Avoid foolish 
arguments, genealogies, rivalries, and quar-
rels about the law, for they are useless and 
futile.  10) After a first and second warning, 
break off contact with a heretic.  ... 

Pope tells Vatican 
diplomats to first be 

good priests
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Bene-

dict XVI told priests studying to be Vatican 
diplomats that their primary concern must 
be to be good priests rather than to have a 
brilliant career and see the world. “The Lord 
wants us to be saints,” the pope said May 23 
during a meeting with students and staff of 
the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy, which 
prepares priests to work in Vatican embassies 
around the world as well as in the Vatican 
Secretariat of State. God is not looking for 
people “worried about building a humanly 
interesting or comfortable career, looking for 
applause or success, but entirely dedicated 
to the good of souls,” the pope said. Pope 
Benedict told them that, as priests, their 
diplomatic task will be to get to know and 
understand the social and political problems 
of the lands where they will work, then to 
apply the teachings of the Gospel and the 
church to those situations. “That ability to 
dialogue with modernity that is requested of 
you, as well as the contact with people and 
with the institutions they represent, require 
a robust interior structure and a spiritual 
solidness that is able to safeguard and even 
highlight better your Christian and priestly 
identity,” the pope said.
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tour program is available to groups.  The Presidio is open 
daily from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is closed on major 
holidays.  Admission is $3 for adults and $1 for children 
under 12.  The fort is handicapped accessible.  For more 
information call (361) 645-3752 or see the Web site at www.
presidiolabahia.org.  

Picnics, Activities, etc.  
June

Flatonia—Sacred Heart Spring Picnic June 7 with a fried-
chicken and stew dinner beginning at 11:00 a.m.  Music 
throughout the day.  There will be an auction, country store 
and more.

Port Lavaca — CDA Court Our Lady of the Gulf #2267 will 
host its 10th annual games party on June 7 at St. Jude’s Parish 
Hall,  415 W. Austin Street, from 2:00-5:30 p.m.  Entry fee 
is $6.00 p/p.  Refreshments, door prizes, silent auction and 
raffle drawing will be held. For table reservations, please call 
552-6844, 987-2387 or 552-3233. 

East Bernard—Annual Czech Kolache-Klobase Festival June 
13 from 10:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Riverside Hall sponsored 
by KJT Society #40.  Admission is $7 p/p and children 12 and 
under free.  There will be entertainment indoors and under pa-
villion with water-fan cooled comfort.  Starting at 11:00 a.m., 
there will be sausage/barbecue plate lunches; food available 
throughout the day; and arts/crafts, kiddie games, cakewalk 
and much more family fun.  For more information go to www.
kkfest.com or call (979) 335-7907.  See page 18 for ad.

Bay City—Our Lady of Guadalupe Annual Parish Jamaica June 
14 (Avenue D and 12th Street) from 11:00 a.m.-dark.  Food 
booths (open at 9:00 a.m.); games, live music, cakewalk, rides, 
children’s Ferris wheel, train rides and much more.  Bring 
your chair and enjoy the day.

St. Mary—St. Mary Parish Picnic June 14 at the parish hall.  
Mass will be celebrated at the church beginning at 9:15 a.m.  
A stew and sausage dinner begins at 10:30 a.m. at $7 p/p with 
dine-in or drive-thru available.  There will be games, plants, 
cakewalk, train ride and country store.  Hamburgers will be 
sold in the afternoon.  Auction begins at 1:00 p.m.  Dance to 
live music from 10:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. with Texas Sound 
Czech, Tony Janak and Red Ravens.  See page 7 for more 
information.

Schulenburg—St. Rose of Lima will hold its annual parish 
picnic on June 14 at KC Hall.  Masses will be held Sunday 
at 7:30 and 10 a.m.  A meal featuring fried-chicken, sausage 
and all the trimmings will be served from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m. at the KC Hall. Adult plates $7 p/p, children under 
12, $3.50 p/p. Drive-through adult plates will be available. 
Hamburgers, iced tea and other  food and refreshments will be 
served all afternoon and evening.  The biergarten will open at noon.   
The Shiner Hobo Band will be featured from 11:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. and from 1:30-3:30 p.m.; Mark Halata and 
Texavia will play from 4-8 p.m.  One of the highlights 
of the picnic will be the big auction starting at 1:00 
p.m. featuring cattle, quilts, antiques and much more.  
Other activities at this year’s picnic will include bingo in the 
hall, as well as amusements and games, including a country 
store, cakewalk, country walk, rides for children, and the 
sweepstakes drawing will be at 8:00 p.m.

Victoria—Knights of Columbus Council 1329 chicken-barbecue 
fund-raiser June 21 at the KC Hall.  The price is $6 per 
chicken.  Beans and Spanish rice available for $1.50 per pint.  
Sale starts at 8:30 a.m.  Proceeds benefit council’s projects.

Upcoming Events
St. John—St. John Annual Parish 4th of July Picnic on the parish 

grounds (7026 FM 957 - 6 miles SW of Schulenburg).  Mass 
at 9:30 a.m. followed by flag raising ceremonies at 10:30 a.m.  
A stew and fried-chicken dinner begins at 11:00 a.m.  More 
information to come.

Dubina—Sts. Cyril and Methodius Parish Picnic July 5
Moravia—Ascension of Our Lord Parish Picnic July 12
Victoria—Knights of Columbus Council 1329 chicken-barbecue 

fund-raiser July 19 at the KC Hall.  The price is $6 per chicken.  
Beans and Spanish rice available for $1.50 per pint.  Sale starts 
at 8:30 a.m.  Proceeds benefit council’s projects.

Frelsburg—Sts. Peter and Paul Annual Festival Aug. 2
Yoakum—St. Joseph Parish Picnic Aug. 2
Palacios—St. Anthony Shrimporee Aug. 2
Port O’Connor—Holy Family Victoria KC’s Annual 3 R’s 

Fishing Tournament Aug. 7 and 8.  A fund-raiser for Nazareth 
Academy School in Victoria.  If you would like to purchase 
a sponsorship please contact Bryan Ellis (361) 578-0877; 
Dennis Lockstedt (361) 573-9505; or Scott Smejkal (361) 485-
1325 with a deadline of July 27 in order to receive tournament 
recognition.  For more information see ad on page 18.

Weimar—St. Michael Harvest Feast Aug. 9
Praha—St. Mary Parish Picnic Aug. 15
High Hill—St. Mary Parish Picnic Sept. 6
Shiner—Sts. Cyril and Methodius Picnic Sept. 6

Special Collections
Peter’s Pence (Collection for the Holy Father) June 27-28.

Ongoing Events
Grief Group — Have you experienced the death of a loved 

one?  Join us in this on-going grief group on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the conference room 
at Holy Family Church, 704 Mallette Drive, Victoria.  For 
information, please call (361) 578-7572.

Mini-Life-Chain—In Victoria every Wednesday before the 
2nd Thursday of each month.  Call (361) 578-2506 or (361) 
578-2002 for time and intersection location.

St. Francis and St. Clare Fraternity/Secular Franciscans 
– For meeting dates call Mary Ann LeBlanc at (361) 575-
1858.

Our Lady of the Rosary Fraternity Emerging/Secular Fran-
ciscans— meets every other Wednesday from 7:00-9:00 p.m.  
For dates and location call Jay Howard at (361) 574-8487.

St. Padre Pio Prayer Group meets the 2nd Saturday of each 
month at St. Mary Church Annex in Victoria for a 7:30 a.m. 
Mass, followed by prayer and light refreshments.

Extraordinary Form of the Roman Latin Rite (Traditional 
Latin Mass) — is celebrated every Sunday at Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius Church, Shiner at 11:00 a.m.  For more info. call 
(361) 594-3836.

Engaged Encounter—Register as soon as you have contacted 
your pastor due to limited space.  It is strongly recommended 
that you attend an encounter weekend four to six months prior 
to your wedding date.  For a registration form, contact your 
pastor, visit the Web site at  www.victoriadiocese.org/fam-
ily/ee.htm, or write to:  Engaged Encounter, P.O. Box 4070, 
Victoria, Texas 77903.  The weekend is held at the Spiritual 
Renewal Center.  The dates for 2009 are: Sept. 11-13 and 
Nov. 20-22. For more info., call (361) 573-0828 ext. 30.  All 
registrations are on a first come, first serve basis.  Fee must 
accompany registration form.

Marriage Encounter—Marriage Encounter weekend is held 
at the Spiritual Renewal Center.  For more information or to 
register, write or call Milton and Diane Rejcek, 2512 Hillcrest, 
Bay City, Texas 77414; (979) 245-0323; register@mevictoria.
org www.mevictoria.org

Retrouvaille — The word Retrouvaille means ‘rediscovery.’  
It is a program that offers the chance to rediscover yourself, 
your spouse and a loving relationship in your marriage. Tens 
of thousands headed for divorce have successfully saved their 
marriages by attending.  Contact Gerd and Linda Conner 
(979) 543-3493 or (800) 470-2230 for more information.  For 
dates in Texas, please go to www.retrouvaille.org or www.
helpourmarriage.org.

The Beginning Experience—The Beginning Experience is 
an international ministry that helps divorced, separated and 
widowed individuals resolve their grief surrounding the loss 
of a marriage partner.  It is a ministry of the San Antonio 
Archdiocese Family Life Office. For more information, go 
to their Web site:  www.beginningexperience.org; e-mail:  
sanantoniobe@yahoo.com; phone:  (210) 734-2146.

Sisters of St. Mary Magdalene— A womens Ex-offender 
Catholic Ministry meets at Our Lady of Lourdes rectory at 
5:00 p.m., 1st and 3rd Mondays.

Singles — Catholic Singles, 40 and over, meet every second 
and fourth Thursday of the month at Holy Family Education 
Building at 7:00 p.m.  Call Georgia (361) 573-9435, or Jean 
at (361) 578-8760, or Sue at (361) 578-3106.

Young Adults—Between the ages of 21 and 45 meet for an 
evening of fellowship and good company every 1st and 3rd 
Thursday at Holy Family at 7:00 p.m.  Call Jim Wearden at 
(361) 579-9737 or (361) 649-9157.

ACTS Retreats—For information on ACTS retreats, please 
go to ACTS Web site at www.actsmissions.org.  For more 
information about the ACTS community movement in the 
El Campo Deanery, to download an upcoming ACTS retreat 
application, or to submit/view the prayer requests across the 
El Campo Deanery, please visit their site at http://ecdean-
eryacts.org/. 

Natural Family Planning—For English or bilingual sessions of 
the Sympto-Thermal Method (S-TM) in Palacios, call Rene 
and Wilma Galvan at (361) 972-5030.  Available for counsel-
ing and classes.  For information about the Sympto-Thermal 
Method in the Victoria area, contact Rudy and Estella De Los 
Santos (361) 894-6950.  Introductory presentations on the 
Creighton Model Ovulation Method are offered in Wharton 
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and in East Bernard at 
Holy Cross Catholic Church.  Please contact Melissa Morse at 
(979) 335-7306 for more information or to register for classes.  
To learn more about Natural Family Planning, please go to 
Natural Family Planning Outreach at:   www.nfpoutreach.
org. Natural Family Planning is the only church approved 
form of family planning.  

Goliad—Presidio La Bahia Museum and Visitor Center —a 
National Historic Landmark — is the only Spanish fort in 
the possession of the Catholic Church in North America. A 

Hallettsville—Sacred Heart Festival Sept. 6
Nada—St. Mary Picnic Sept. 6
San Antonio—3rd Annual Pilgrim Center of Hope Golf Tourna-

ment, Friday, Sept. 25, at Olympia Hills Golf & Conference 
Center (Universal City); Time:  Registration at 11:00 a.m.; 
Tee Time at noon; Shotgun Start - 4 Person Scramble.  Cost 
is $80 per golfer. For more information, contact Rudy Sotelo 
at (210) 699-9795 or Rene Farias at (210) 493-1913.

Bloomington—St. Patrick Turkey Dinner Sept. 27
Meyersville—Sts. Peter and Paul Annual Festival Sept. 27

Retreats • Conferences
Victoria—Our Lady of Sorrows Church will present Jesse 

Romero, bilingual evangelist, on Friday, June 12, and Satur-
day, June 13.  His presentation will include two talks in Span-
ish and three in English.  His theme will be “The Power and 
Truth of the Catholic Faith.”  Donations of $10 will include 
lunch on Saturday.  For more information, please contact Janie 
Rubio at (361) 572-4364 or e-mail Janie at Janie.mrubio@
yahoo.com or e-mail Hermes Silva at hsmdpt@suddenlink.
net.  Description of Romero on p. 10.

Indiana—Come and See Week — The Sisters of St. Benedict 
of Ferdinand, Indiana, would like to invite single Catholic 
women 18-40 who have ever considered being a nun, to come 
live the life with us for a week-long experience June 26-July 
2.  Please see page 5 to view invitation.

Winter Park, Fl.—Are you or a loved one experiencing same-
sex attractions and looking for answers?  “Courage,” an 
apostolate of the Roman Catholic Church and endorsed by 
the Pontifical Council for the Family, ministers to those with 
same-sex attractions. They also have an outreach called En-
courage, which ministers to relatives and friends of persons 
with same-sex attractions. Upcoming events sponsored by 
Courage include:  A Courage/Encourage Conference to be 
held July 9 - 12 at Villanova University in Villanova, Pa. 
Learn more about Courage and Encourage at their Web site: 
www.couragerc.net/. 

Victoria—Spirit Wind Ministry is pleased to present Sabbath 
- Finding God and A Sabbath Space in our Lives, a weekend 
retreat led by lecturer, columnist, and author Father Ronald 
Rolheiser, August 14-16, at the Spiritual Renewal Center 
outside of Victoria.  Rev. Rolheiser is currently serving as 
president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio.  
The retreat cost is $170 p/p ($190 for single occupancy cabin 
– limited availability). Retreat begins Friday evening and ends 
with lunch on Sunday. Space is limited and will be reserved 
in the order of deposits ($50/non-refundable).  Balance due 
July 1.  Refunds (minus the deposit) until July 15; no refunds 
of any fees after that date.  Make checks payable to Spirit 
Wind Ministry and mail to:  Susan Oakley, 103 Woodmere, 
Victoria, TX 77904.  Please include your name, address, 
telephone number and e-mail address with your deposit.  For 
additional information contact Susan Oakley at (361) 576-
1515 / (361)649-6391 or e-mail smoak53@msn.com.

Irving—2009 Seminarian Welcome Dinner at Holy Trinity 
Seminary / Seminary of the Catholic Diocese of Dallas, Oct. 
6, at 5 p.m. at the Fairmont Hotels & Resorts.  www.holytrini-
tyseminary.com/wd2009/

Houston—Coming Events at Holocaust Museum Houston – Edu-
cation Center and Memorial: www.hmh.org/pc_home.asp.

Summer Fun/Vacation Bible School
Victoria—Join us for a MARVELOUS MYSTERY to learn 

how the Mass Comes Alive!  Cat Chat Vacation Bible School 
July 13-17 from 8:00 a.m. to 11:50 a.m. at St. Mary’s Activity 
Center for  children Pre-k (4-years) thru 5th grade (12-years).  
Junior high and high school youth welcome as volunteers.  
Adult volunteers needed also - baby sitting on request.  Meet 
new friends for fun, games, snacks, interactive music, crafts, 
prizes, FAITH and more!!!   Registration deadline is June 
24 to guarantee materials and t-shirts, but late registrants 
welcome.  For more information call Marie Immenhauser at 
(361) 572-3863.

Pilgrimages
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land—Father José Ángel Ortiz of the 

Diocese of Corpus Christi invites you to follow the footsteps 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, Pray on the Mount of Beatitudes, 
renew your marriage vows in Cana, celebrate Mass in the 
Upper Room, the Church of Nativity, and take a swim in the 
Dead Sea and much more!  Departure and return from Bush 
Intercontinental from Sept. 8-17.  Cost is $2,350 with only 
$200 to reserve your place. For more information call Father 
Ortiz at (361) 643-4505 or e-mail:  iccgregory.org.

Have an event???
Contact us at

(361) 573-5725 (FAX)
or e-mail:  janakr@victoriadiocese.org
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Diocese of Victoria Catholic
High School’s 2009 Top Graduates

St. Joseph High
Victoria

Sacred Heart High
Hallettsville

St. Paul High
Shiner

emalee hall
Valedictorian

Parents:
Scott & Shanna Hall

Kadee Bludau
Valedictorian

Parents:  
Ervin & Terry Bludau

hannah alyse Kocian
Valedictorian

Parents:
James & Laurie Kocian

abbey Janssen
salutatorian

Parents:
Dr. David Janssen & 

Ms. Rebecca McCarty

Kaylie steffek
salutatorian

Parents:
Alvin & Ruth Steffek

Jessica Diane schwab
salutatorian

Parents:
Cynthia  Martinez & 

Douglas Schwab

John russell
historian
Parents:

Bill & Janet Russell

lyndsie Blundell
historian
Parents:

Scott & Melony Blundell

alexandria Kay hoerig
historian
Parents:  

Carol & Allen Hoerig

Holy Cross School
Bay City

6th Graders:
Mitchell Dougharty, Richard 
James, Connor Jenewein, 
Miguel Mirelez, Andrew 
Richards, Ryan Rubio and 
Joseph Tobias

Saint Anthony School
Columbus

8th Graders:
Garrett Culton, Christopher 
Duarte, Collen Dungen, Cole 
Easterling, Abby Glueck, 
Chloe Hill, Parker James, 
Haley Kleimann, Tanner 
Kleimann, Laura Moeller, 
R o b e r t  N e i s n e r,  L u k e 
Pflughaupt, Jonathan 
Streckfuss, Clayton Theut, 
Ryan Untermeyer and 
Aaron Weishuhn

St. Michael School
Cuero

6th Graders:
Keve Franklin-Williams, 
Ricky Garcia and Charles 
Jackson

St. Philip School
El Campo

8th Graders:
Blaise Anderson, Amy 
Bremser, Mark Alan Cochrum, 
Rebecca Dornak, Matthew 
Edwards, Allison Fucik, 
Stephen Gaines, Cody Guynes, 
Chance Hollingsworth, 
Stephanie Janak, Kayelyn 
Korenek, Rebecca Korenek,
Sarah Krenek, Sean Mahoney, 
Cameron Pratka, Elliott 
Rittershaus, Spencer 
Singleton, Zachary Stites,
Reid Strnadel and Britain 
Zalman

Sacred Heart School
Hallettsville

8th Graders:
Sandra Adams, Lucas Allen,
Cade Brewer, Jenna Brown,
Alex DeLaRosa, Marianne 
Herndon, Lauren Huser,
MacKenzie Kennedy, 
Adrienne Klimitchek, Ariane 
Kubena, Amber Labay, Robyn 
Pavlicek, Leightin Pilat, Brier 
Shimek, Brady Sitka, Hailey 
Smith, Katelyn Snider, Tyler 
Wagner and Ashley 
Zimmerman

Our Lady of the Gulf 
School, Port Lavaca

8th Graders:
Aron Collins, James Mai-
koetter, Joe Martinez, Jake 
Meyer, Bianca Munoz, Kait-
linn Smith, Ashley Mutchler 
and Leilani Pina  

St. Rose of Lima 
School, Schulenburg

8th Graders:
Caitlyn Bennett, Colton 
Bubela, Dax Dittrich, Baylie 
Fietsam, Kirsten Heger, Mary 
Kossa, Christopher Kunz, 
Molly McCourt, Victor 
Mondragon and Caitlin 
Surman

St. Ludmila Academy
Shiner

8th Graders:
Mary Adamek, Dylan 
Barton, Katie Denson, Rachel 
Fikac, Marian Grifaldo, 
Austin Horne, Cole Hybner, 
Ryan Kapavik, Martin 
Kennedy, Kourtney Knesek, 
Dakota Kresta, Shelly Kresta, 
Ashton Kutac, Katelynn Leist, 
David Linares, William 
Marcak, Jared Markham, Ma-
son Matias, Mitchell 
McElroy, Laddie Patek, Adam 
Penn, Bethany Pokluda, Alexa 
Schaefer, Justin Siegel, Ted 
Wenske and Kyle Wilgus

Nazareth Academy
Victoria

8th Graders:
Clara Allen, Eric Alvarez,
Jefferson Beck, Kaley Bitterly,
Chad Brockman,  Emily 
Buhler, Blair Butschek, 
Olivia Chapa, Kimberly 
Chavarria, Coleton Cornish,
Clayton Davidson, Katherine 
Degand, Sarah Eaves, Kace 
Gandee, Jodie Garcia, Hannah 
Garza, Mary Gonzales,
Mary Gower, Owen Gwosdz,
Frank Henderson III, 
Matthew Henry, Reegan 
Hodges, Charles Holloway,
Michael Holub, Chaston 
Horelka, Marian Howard, 
Madalynn Kainer, Ashley 
Kolar, Shayla Marshall, 
Brandon Martinez, Stephanie 
Rivera, Sarah Sainz, Logan 
Sauer, Taylor Schroeter, 
N a c h i e l i  S i l v a ,  N i c o l e 
Sontheimer, Paige Terrell,
Jason Trevino, Meagan Wood, 
Analise Ybarbo and Neil 
Zamora

Our Lady of Victory 
School, Victoria

8th Graders:
Taylor Anderson, Mariah 
Barker, Justin Bernhard, 
Kendle Bomersbach, Carson 
Bridges, Katy Brown, Chris 
Chang, Andrew Charbula, 
Klaire Duff, Brandon Gutier-
rez, Aymee Hajek, Matthew 
Hall, Carsten Hauboldt, 
Kristin Janecek, Kristen 
Jurica, Bailey Knippa, Luke 
Kobus, Hannah Kolle, Aaron 

Catholic elementary schools’ 
highest level recognized

Kovar, Jeremiah Kunchandy. 
Madison Kurtz, Jackie 
Lambert, Amelia Longoria, 
Alexandria Lozano, Kenneth 
Miska, Elizabeth Nelson, 
Lizzy Opiela, Korey Parks, 
Sam Poland, Taylor Pratt, 
Tyler Roell, Ahmad Sabbagh, 

Chloe Shoemake, Andrew 
Stewart, Jillian Strauss, Cole 
Trampota, Jerry Vasquez, 
Alexis Vinson, Amber 
Warren, Joe Wells and Kyle 
Winkler

For Weimar and Yoakum
See Catholic elementary, p. 13


